US in WWII

The




1. Origins of US Involvement

e A. Neutrality Acts
(1935-1939)

e US position:
Isolationism (Non-
Interventionism) — to
stay out of the war

e Cash and Carry (9-21-39) —

The US would sell materiel
(military materials and
equipment) to the
belligerents as long as the
recipients paid in cash and
transported the goods
themselves (not weapons)
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B. "Destroyers for Bases™ @2tou)
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Destroyers

for Bases

The US transferred 50
old ships to the UK

The UK gave land
rights for US bases
on British
possessions along
Atlantic coast
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C. FDR Pledge to Allies

1. FDR’s ideals: FDR’s 1941 State of the Union
Address
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OURS...to fight for
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FREEDOM FROM WANT




OURS...to fight for
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FREEDOM FROM FEAR




2) Atlantic Charter




tlc Charter (Aug. 1941)

Eight Pr ‘h‘cipal Points:

1. no terr| “Qrial gains by US or UK
territorial hanges by consent

3, self-determ |nat|on for all

4. trade barriel :_Iowered (no punitive policy éwar)

. global sconomic cooperation and social welfare

. a world free of want and fear
. freedom of the seas

5. disarmament of aggressor nations (and beyond)
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D. Lend-Lease Act




1 LEND-LEASE ACT
Lend-Lease 1170 OUR ALLIES

“An Act to Promote the  RBEEEEH 3
Defense of the US”

US supplied Free
France, UK, China,
and later the USSR
and other Allies with
food, oil, and materiel,
iIncluding some ships,
planes, and weapons

In effect from
1941-1945




Lenc Lease

* In rau ‘the US received right to lease bases in
Allied te .ntory, and some “reverse lend-lease”
materiel, ostly from the British (ambulances, for ex||

1'nIs prog .am effectively ended the United Stat s'
pretense of neutrality and was a decisive step away
from non-interventionist policy.

end-Lease, 1941-1945




Vs truly encouraging how much
of this stuff drifts into British ports!”
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E. Blockade against Japan (1940-1941)

e \When Japan seized
Indochina (now Vietnam)
the US (and Australia,
UK and the Dutch)
boycotted Japan in a
trade embargo.

® They cut off 90% of Y
Japan'’s oil supply % e

~ Japanese

e | ater they also cut iron,
and steel exports to
Japan




F. Pearl Harbor attack

(also attacked Guam and the Philippines)

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 1941

Destroyed or damaged US fleet and aircraft.

Photo # 80-0-71198 .laanese |
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anes prepare to take off to attack Pearl Harbor, 7 Dec. 1941
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Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941

{ === Ships sunk

== Ships damaged

| — Ships undamaged
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Pearl Harbor attack
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Photo # 80-G-474789 Burning ships in Pearl Harbor drydocks. 7 December 194

i )




Pearl Harbor attack
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Photo # NH 86118 USS Shaw explodes during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harhor 7 Duemher 1941
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Pearl Harbor today
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U.S.S. Arizona Memorial
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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December

Before Attack

5
Stern® &

|
- Parts of ship often visible
above or just below the water

Please do not throw coins on the ship.
Foreign objects promote corrosion.
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e

(Battle of Bataan/Bataan Death March)

e Japan attacked the Philippines (US territory) on
Dec. 8, 1941.

e Battle of Bataan/Bataan Death March — US and

Filipino troops were trapped and captured there;

put on a forced march (Apr. 9, 1942)

POV ST
.

» 21,000 POWs died (est)  §

s
A

Japanese tank at Bataan




Battle of Bataan



Japanese

Manila was declared an

“Open City”;
bombed it anyway




Surrender on Bataan

POWSs being marched
to POW camp
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What are YO going to do ubout it?

O

were
shocked out
of neutrality

’()() \ mI\ |’| iIsoners I\I“( d
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. Pearl Harbor Attack










2. Allies and Axis
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2. Allies and Axis




A. Allied Powers (Main countries and leaders):

e UK (Britain) — Winston Churchill
® [he Free French — Charles DeGaulle

e USSR — Joseph Stalin

e US — Franklin D. Roosevelt | ”

e China — Chiang Kai-shek







Hirohito




e

2. Allies and AXIS (main countries and leader

e Germany — Adolf Hitler
e |[taly — Benito Mussolini

e Japan — Emperor Hirohito (and
Prime Minister General Hideki
T0jo)
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Axis P
= Freiwannl
Maxi Axi
[ Maximum Axis
[ Allies
Neutral
— Countries
* Major
Battles

Kasserine Pass
Feb. 14-22, 1943
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Soviet Union

Stalingrad
Aug. 21, 1942-
Jan. 31, 1943

*




THEUNTED NATIONS G FGHT FOR FREEDOM

3. US/
Allied
Strategy




A. Europe — Goals, strategies, battles

® Objective of the war: unconditional surrender
(FDR stated this at the 1943 Casablanca
conference).

E_‘ e Bomb bases and factories — destroy Axis
~ ability to make war

 Demoralize the population so they would
lemand an end to the war




A. Europe

B




® Open a western front so the Germans had to fight
the Soviets in the east and the US/UK in the weJ
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Early US action: involved in US/UK “Operation

Torch” (Nov. 1942, invasion of German-occupied North

Africa)
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e — |[nvasion of Sicily and battles in Italy (1943-1945)

Allied Advances in Europe and Northern Africa
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Atlantic Wall 1942-1944




Invasion of Normandy — “Operation Overlort
» “D-Day” June 6, 1944 |




e Airborne and amphibious (from water to land)

assault
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Eisenhower — Supreme Allied Commander
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Photo # 80-G-45714  Scene on Omaha Beach during the afternoon of 6 June 1944
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e 150,000 Allied troops
made landings
(against 50,000
Germans

® | argest seaborne
iInvasion in history;
ultimately landed 1.5
million troops by July
of 1944.
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2) The Battle of the Bulge

® US had been pushing steadily eastward towards Germany

Allled Advances in Europe and Northern Afrlca 1942—1945
Mhﬂomu ‘
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2) The Battle of the Bulge

e — stopped by German counterattack

Allled Advances in Europe and Northern Afrlca 1942—1945

| Ads Powers
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2) The Battle of the Bulge

® known as “the Battle of the Bulge” (because of
a bulge in the front line)

Allled Advances in Europe and Northern Afrlca 1942-1945
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WACHT AM RHEIN

Battle of the Bulge it

-----

e Germans attempted to break =
the Allied advance; divide their

0
1

! try Divislon

Alrborme Division
Armorod Dhasion
Fron: Line, 16 Dec
Fron: Line, 20 Cec
Front Line, 26 Dec
Alllod Movemeots
Geotman Altacks

ELEVATION IN METERS
CE==

0 200 400 and Above

3
)

forces

Miles

e Allies hung on through the
winter of 1944-1945; German
advance failed

¢ Turning point in the war on
the western front of Europe
(The Battle of Stalingrad was
the turning point in the east) —
last German offensive; on the

~defensive for the rest of the
war
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Western Allies and Soviets had advanced into

Germany in the spring of 1945.

Allled Advances in Europe and Northern Afnca 1942—1945

. Axis Powers

Areas under Axis
control, 1942

Alies and areas under
Allled controd, 1942

u Neutral nathons

mp Allied advances
* Major batties
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Germany forced to “unconditional surrender”

Allled Advances in Europe and Northern Afrlca 1942—1945

| Axis Powers

Areas under Axis
condrod, 1942

Alies and areas under
Allled conteol, 1942
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* Major batties
|

, ATLANTIC
/. OCEAN

b\
. -~
'\ J'

M " .am S

&rmw

3. May 10«
' | Batse of Anzio

[ Apv 1045
Sovm forces

‘ caplm Berin

1. Sept. 1942
Battle of Swlingrad

-ii...a... i



3) V-E Day — May 8, 1945

e “\/ictory in Europe

- - . C s T o Y ¥
ay ,
P ¥ A . T MOLSON
- w | 3 Ve 1 . e Il
X K " ™ 1 -

1111

® Celebrations in
Europe — the war was
over in Europe (but
not in the Pacific)

e Aftermath: rounding
up prisoners, harsh
treatment of Germans
by Soviets, Red Cross &
treated and reunited =
SUrVIVOrs
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All quiet till 9pm—then the London PM put
crowds went mad in the West End off
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The Pacific

Japanese Aggressnon 1931 1941

PACIFIC
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Allled Advances |n the Pacuflc 1942—1945
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B. The Pacific — Goals, strategies, battles

¢ “|sland Hopping” — Allied strategy of taking
Japanese-controlled islands one by one to
steadily get closer to Japan

® Planned to free the Philippines (avenge Bataan
Death March)
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1) Battle of Midway (June, 1942)

e Japanese attack to take US island of Midway

e US had broken Japanese code; counter attacked
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Photo # NH 73065 Japanese aircraft carrier Hiryu burning, morning of 5 June 1942




1) Battle of Midwa

e US won battle — destroyed Japanese aircraft car

y (June, 1942)

— badly hurt Japanese air power
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BATTLE OF MIDWAY JUNE 4-7 1942

THEY HAD NO RIGHT TO WIN. YET THEY DID. AND IN
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1) Battle of Midway (June, 1942)

® Turning point in war in Pacific — last Japanese
attempt to take new territory; defending other islands
for the rest of the war
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2) Battle of Iwo Jima — Feb. 1945

e |sland closer to Japan for
bombing — thought to be
Important to take the airstrip
there (turned out not to be that
Important; only used for 10
missions)

® Japanese were securely dug in
— Mount Suribachi had tunnels

e Difficult landing; bloody battles

® [ook a month; few Japanese
surrendered

® Cost US 25,000 casualties
(6800 dead)
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® [Flag-raising on
Mt. Suribachi
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3) Battle of Okinawa (April-June, 1945)

e |sland 350 mi. from Japan;
last obstacle to attacking
mainland

e US/British force — largest
since D-Day; costliest in
Pacific war (65,000 Allied
casualties; 14,000 dead;
/7,000 Japanese casualties)

® Cleared path for invasion of
Japan to end the war

(Operation Downfall” — .,- Pacific Ocean
planned for Nov. 1945. '

Called off because of atomic

SEIb). » Okinawa
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USS Bunker Hill hit by Kamikaze
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4) Atomic Bomb (July-Aug. 1945)

e Allies prepared for invasion of Japan

e Scientists worked on the “Manhattan Project”
— developed hugely powerful bomb

e Ready and tested in NM desert — July '45
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“Little Boy” — Hiroshima, August 6, 1945
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® (est. 70,000-146,000 killed)










“‘Fat Man” — Nagasaki, August 9, 1945




The Bockscar and its crew, who &J
dropped the Fat Man atomic bomb on

Nagasaki

The mushroom cloud as seen from &/
one of the B-29s on the mission

Bockscars temporary tail marking for the atomic
bombing mission on 9 August 1945
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The justification for
the use of the bomb
is still debated today.
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5) V-J Day: August 14, 1945 — day of Japanese
unconditional surrender
— Formal surrender, September 2, 1945
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Formal surrender, September 2, 1945
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i S5 MISSOUP\l%

THE INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER TERMINATING THE SECOND WORLD WAR ®
WAS SIGNED IN THIS SHIP. 2 SEPTEMBER 1945 EAST LONGITUDE DATE, '
WHILE SHE LAY AT ANCHOR IN TOKYO BAY.

"~ THE ALLIED REPRESENTATIVES WERE:
CENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUCLAS MACARTHUR, d ' THE SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
FLEEY ADMIRAL CHESTER W. NIMITZ. "~ SINITED STATES OF AMERICA

GENERAL HSU YUNG-CHANG, AEPUBLIC OF CHINA
ADMIRAL SIR BRUCE A.FRASER, UNITED EINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

LIEUTENANT GENERAL KUZMA NIKOLAEVICH DEREVYANKO, UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALISTIC REPUBLICS
CENERAL SIR THOMAS BLAMEY, COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
COLONEL L. MOORE COSGRAVE, - CANADA
GENVER AL JACQUES LE CLERC, REPUBLIC OF FR ANCE

AIR VICE MARSHALL LEONARD M.ISITR DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND

ADFIRAL C.E L. HELFRICH. KINCDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS
WITH THEIR STAFFS AND OBSERVINC FLAG AND GENERAL OFFICERS. ~
THE JAPANESE REPRESENTATIVES WERE: A
MAMORU SHICEMITSU JAPANESE FOREICN MINISTER.
Cr<ERAL YOSHIJIRO UMEZU, CHIEF OF STAFF. JAPANESE ARMY HEADQUARTERS
WITH NINE STAFF AND OBSERVINC OFFICERS.

AT 0904, THE JAPANESE REPRESENTATIVES SIGNED THE INSTRUMENT
OF THEIR COUNTRY’S SURRENDER.

AT 0908, GENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR, THE SUPREME COMMANDER
FOR THE ALLIED POWERS SIGNED FOR ALL THE NATIONS JOINED IN
THE WAR AGAINST JAPAN. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL
JONATHAN M. WAINWRIGCHT, THE COMMANDING GENERAL AT THE FALL OF
CORREGIDOR IN 1942, AND BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL ARTHUR PERCIVAL,
THE COMMANDING GENERAL AT THE FALL OF SINGAPORE IN THE SAME YEAR.

AT 0912, FLEET ADMIRAL CHESTER W NIMITZ SICNED FOR THE UNITED STATES.
HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY ADMIRAL WILLIAM F. HALSEY, COMMANDER OF THE
UNITED STATES THIRD FLEET AND BY REAR ADMIRAL FORREST P. SHERMAN,
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO ADMIRAL NIMITZ. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OTHER
ALLIED NATIONS THEN SIGNED. THIS COMPLETED THE CEREMONY OF SURRENDER,.
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