








■  1803 Pres. 
Jefferson sent 
envoys to France to 
negotiate the 
purchase of New 
Orleans (up to $10 
million) 

■  Napoleon, needing 
money for his wars, 
offered sale of 
entire Louisiana 
Territory ($15 mil.) 



■  Envoys accepted 
deal 

■  Jefferson realized 
that he exceeded 
his constitutional 
role as president in 
buying land (irony: 
he was a “strict 
constructionist” 
about the 
Constitution) 

■   It doubled the size 
of the U.S. 









Sent by Jefferson 
to explore and map 
Louisiana Territory 



Traveled with Lewis 
and Clark, 
interpreter and 
guide; rescued 
journals 



US circa 1803!



Causes:  
Impressment – As Britain was involved in 
fighting the Napoleonic wars, they needed a 
larger navy. They therefore impressed 
(forced) American sailors into British Naval 
service 

Americans were 
outraged and called  
for war 

1812-1815 



■  Western territories 
◆ The British 

threatened to 
take control of 
old Northwest 

◆ They armed and 
supplied Native 
Americans 
there 

1812-1815 



■  War Hawks – 
wanted war 
with Britain 

1812-1815 



■  The British 
threatened the port 
■  Americans, under 
Jackson defended 
the city 
■  The US won  
■  Jackson became a 
war hero 
■  The Treaty of 
Ghent (signed Dec. 
1814) 





■  1820: Political 
power struggle 
between North and 
South 

■  Issue: balance 
between free and 
slave states 

■  Agreement: Maine 
would come into the 
union as a free 
state; Missouri as a 
slave state 

Maine	

(Free)	

1820	


Missouri	

(Slave)	

1821	


■   Postponed    
   slavery issue 
   until 1850s 

■  Line drawn at 36°30’ 
■  North =  free 
■  South = slave 







6. Jacksonian America!

■  Andrew Jackson won the 
election of 1828 

■  Image: West’s “man  of the 
people” 

■  Presidential issues: 
◆ Anti Bank of US 
◆  Indian Removal 
◆ Nullification 



■  1830: Jackson 
supported Indian 
Removal Act 

■  100,000 members of 
Southeastern tribes 
“voluntarily” 
relocated west of 
Mississippi River 

■  1838: Trail Of Tears: 
15,000 Cherokees 
were force-marched 







■  *clear, obvious 
■  ** fate 



■ A. George Bingham – “Daniel Boone escorting settlers through the Cumberland Gap” 

8. Westward Movement through Art  



■  B. Emanuel Leutze (1861) “Westward the Course of Empire Takes its Way” 



■  C. Currier and Ives (1868): “Westward the Course of Empire Takes its Way” 



■  D. John Gast (1872): “American Progress” 











■  The US avoided another war with 
Britain by working out a treaty – split 
Oregon at the 49th parallel 





■  Miners 
arrived at 
port city of 
San 
Francisco 

■  Pop. of CA  
■  (non-natives): 
■  1848 2,000 
■  1849 15,000 
■  1850 20,000 
■  1853 300,000 
■  Today 39 million 



■  Missouri Compromise = 36º30’N latitude 
divided slave/non slave states 



■  Mexican Cession (CA/NM/UT) brought slavery 
issue to life again 



■  To maintain political 
balance: 

■  Compromise =  
◆ CA: admitted as 

free state 
◆ NM/UT would 

choose (“popular 
sovereignty”) 

◆ No DC slave trade 
◆ Fugitive Slave Act 

passed (N. has to 
return runaway 
slaves) 

CA 
(Free)	


UT 
(Slave?)	


NM 
(Slave?)	










■ John Brown 



14. Election of 1860"



■  Southern states 
distrusted Lincoln; 
thought he would end 
slavery 

■  1860: Abraham 
Lincoln won 
presidency 

■  7 states seceded and 
formed Confederate 
States of America 
(CSA) 

■  1861 Lincoln became 
president 



■  April 1861: South fired 
on Fort Sumter (SC) 

■  More southern states 
seceded 

■  Civil War began 



■  What Southern States hoped for 





■  actual division of the states during the Civil War 


