
The Real “Lost Battalion”
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Major Charles Whittlesey
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Major Charles Whittlesey

Medal of Honor Recipient



He found himself in constant demand for speeches, parades, and honorary 
degrees. The pressure wore on him; he said to a friend: "Not a day goes by 
but I hear from some of my old outfit, usually about some sorrow or 
misfortune. I cannot bear it much more.”

Whittlesey was a pallbearer for the unknown soldier laid to rest at Arlington 
National Cemetery in 1921; a few days later he sailed for Cuba, but 
disappeared on the first night out. It is presumed that he committed suicide. 
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Gen. Robert Alexander



Capt. George McMurtry

Like Lt. Colonel Charles Whittlesey, the leader 
of the Lost Battalion, he was also a Wall 
Street lawyer. Also was a Rough Rider in the 
Spanish American War. 

Medal of Honor Recipient

McMurtry, 3rd from left

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_White_Whittlesey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wall_Street


Capt. Nelson Holderman
Commanded a rifle company of 
the Lost Battalion during World 
War I for which he received 
the Medal of Honor. Had 
served previously patrolling the 
US Mexico border during 
Pancho Villa’s raids. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company_(military_unit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_Battalion_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor


Pvt. Lowell 
Hollingshead

Chosen to try to link up 
with the Americans at 
HQ; was wounded in the 
leg and captured in a 
firefight with the 
Germans and was taken 
prisoner

Was questioned by Lt. 
Heinrich Prinz (who had 
lived in the US for 7 
years) and sent with a 
message to Whittlesey to 
surrender.



Pvt. Abraham 
Krotoshinsky

Volunteered to guide 
the relief group to 
rescue the Lost 
Battalion



1st Lt. Harold Goettler

U.S. Army Air 
Service aviator killed in 
action on October 6, 1918 while 
locating the Lost Battalion of the 
77th Division during World War 
I.[ He died of wounds resulting 
from German fire from the 
ground during the flight. For his 
actions,he posthumously received 
the Medal of Honor. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aviator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killed_in_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_Battalion_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Ernest_Goettler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posthumous_recognition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
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German “potato masher”
grenade



Flamethrower (“Flammenwerfer”)
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The 77th

Army 
Division 
Memorial 
at 
Binarville, 
France 



Cher Ami

.

Cher Ami
(“Dear Friend”)

In National Museum
of American History in 
Washington, D.C.

She flew 25 miles in 25 minutes to HQ to stop the 
Barrage; Saved 384 men (190 wounded; 
194 walked out alive); Awarded French Croix de Guerre 
by the French government
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