
 

 

Chapter 7: Hammering out a Federal Republic   Name ______________________________ 

1787-1820 (Pages 214-247)           Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 

 

I. The Political Crisis of the 1790s 

A.  The Federalists Implement the Constitution – Washington's executive departments (3) and cabinet 

− Washington adopted many of the administrative practices of the Confederation, asked Congress to 

reestablish the existing executive departments: Foreign Affairs (State) led by Thomas Jefferson, 

Finance (Treasury) led by Alexander Hamilton, War led by Henry Knox. 

 

B.  Judiciary Act of 1789 – define 

− Reflected Federalist vision of strong national institutions; established a federal district court in 

each state and three circuit courts to hear appeals from the districts, with the Supreme Court having 

the final say. 

 

C.  Bill of Rights – define, how Antifederalists viewed the document 

− The first ten amendments to the Constitution, officially ratified in 1791; safeguarded fundamental 

personal rights, including freedom of speech and religion and mandated legal procedures like trial 

by jury. By protecting individual citizens, the B of R eased Antifederalists' fears of an oppressive 

national gov. 

 

D.  Hamilton's Financial Program – "Report on the Public Credit" define and why it was controversial 

− Hamilton's 1790 report recommending that the national debt be funded, but not repaid 

immediately, at full value with the goal of making the US creditworthy, not debt-free. Plan gave 

enormous benefit to speculators that bought depreciated securities. 

 

E.  Hamilton's plan to enhance public credit – what he wanted and his deal to secure his plan 

− Wanted the national gov. to assume state's debts, to win votes he agreed that the national capital 

would be built along the Potomac River so that suspicious Southerners could watch its operations. 

 

F.  Bank of the United States – define; why it was problematic (Jefferson & Madison vs. Hamilton) 

− A bank chartered in 1790 and jointly owned by private stockholders and the national gov.; Ham. 

argued the bank would provide stability to the specie-starved US economy by making loans to 

merchants, handling gov. funds, and issuing bills of credit. Jefferson & Madison opposed the plan; 

Jefferson called it unconstitutional based on a strict interpretation of the Constitution; Ham. argued 

in its favor using a loose interpretation; Washington agreed with Ham. and signed the legislation. 

 

G.  "Report on Manufactures" – define, purpose and results 

− Proposal by Ham. in 1791 calling for the fed gov. to urge the expansion of American 

manufacturing while imposing tariffs on foreign imports. A way to pay the annual interest on the 

national debt; worked well, as US trade increased customs revenue rose steadily and paid down the 

debt. 
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H.  Political factions – why the Federalists split and what they were called 

− Ham.'s financial plan split the party; northerners that supposed Ham. remained the Federalists; 

southerners and those the opposed him (incl. Jefferson and Madison) became the Democratic 

Republicans or just Republicans. 

 

I.  Proclamation of Neutrality – define, effect on US 

− Proclamation issued by President Washington in 1793, allowing US citizens to trade with all 

belligerents as war raged in Europe. US firms quickly took over lucrative sugar trade between 

France and the West Indian Islands. 

 

J.  French Revolution – define 

− A 1789 revolution in France that was initially welcomed by most Americans as it abolished 

feudalism and established a constitutional monarchy. 

 

K.  Jacobins – define 

− Political faction in the French Rev.; many Americans embraced the democratic ideology of the 

radical Jacobins and, like them, formed political clubs and began to address each other as "citizen."  

 

L. Whiskey Rebellion – define 

− A 1794 uprising by farmers in western Pennsylvania in response to the enforcement of an 

unpopular excise tax on whiskey.  

 

M. Jay's Treaty – define 

− 1795 treaty between the US and Britain that accepted Britain's right to stop neutral ships. In return, 

it allowed US to submit claims for illegal seizures and required the British to remove their troops 

and Indian agents from the NW Territory. 

 

N.  Haitian Revolution – define, Toussaint L'Ouverture; effect on US 

− 1791 conflict, inspired by the French Rev., involving diverse Haitian participants and armies from 

3 European countries. In 1798 Toussaint L'Ouverture led black Haitians to seize the country and in 

1803 Haiti (formerly Saint-Domingue, a French plantation colony) became the first free black 

republic in the Atlantic World. Thousands fled the Rev. and came to the US; fear spread that black 

liberation in Haiti would undermine their own slave regime. Response to the conflict was mixed. 

 

O.  XYZ Affair – define 

− A 1797 incident where US negotiators in France were rebuffed for refusing to pay a substantial 

bribe; incident led US into an undeclared war that curtailed US trade with the French West Indies. 
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P.  Naturalization Act, Alien Act, Sedition Act – define; why they were passed, what was problematic 

− Three coercive laws passed in 1798: Naturalization Act lengthened the residency requirement for 

citizenship from 5 to 14 yrs;  Alien Act allowed deportation of foreigners; Sedition Act prohibited 

publication of insults/malicious attacks on the president/members of Congress. Passed by 

Federalist to silence Republicans that criticized the hostility towards the French Republic; Sedition 

Act sparked constitutional crisis as some said it violated the first amendment. 

 

Q.  Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions – define 

− Submitted to fed gov by Virginia and Kentucky in 1798 condemning the Alien and Sedition Acts. 

It tested the idea that state legislatures could judge the constitutionality of federal laws and nullify 

them; set forth a states' rights interpretation of the Constitution. 

 

R.  The "Revolution of 1800" – what happened, who was involved 

− The presidential election of 1800 between Thomas Jefferson (Republican) and John Adams 

(Federalist); with Hamilton's support Jefferson won the presidency and the transfer of power from 

Federalist to Republican was bloodless and smooth, showing that popularly elected governments 

could be changed in an orderly way. 

 

II. A Republican Empire is Born 

A.  Sham Treaties and Indian Lands – Native Americans vs US: issue about the Treaty of Paris 

− US gained land from Britain through Treaty of Paris and tried to take the land from the Natives 

who resisted and asserted that they and their land were not conquered, nor did they sign the Treaty. 

 

B. Treaty of Greenville – define, consequences 

− 1795 treaty between the US and various Indian tribes in Ohio. US negotiators acknowledged 

Indian ownership of the land; in return for various payments, the Western Confederacy ceded most 

of Ohio. Sparked wave of white migration which led to more conflicts with Natives; US 

encouraged natives to assimilate, but this was resisted. 

 

C.  The Jefferson Presidency – conflict with the Barbary states: what it was and how it was resolved 

− Old international conflict beginning in the 1780s in which the Barbary States of North Africa 

raided merchant ships in the Mediterranean; US paid high annual bribes to protect its vessels. 

Jefferson initially refused to pay the bribes and ordered the Navy to attack the Pirates' home ports 

but after 4 years of conflict settled on a diplomatic solution. 

 

D. Marbury v. Madison (1803) – define 

− A Supreme Court case that established the concept of judicial review in finding that parts of the 

Judiciary Act of 1789 were in conflict with the Constitution. 
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E. Louisiana Purchase – define, how Jefferson's view changed 

− The 1803 purchase of French territory west of the Mississippi River that stretched from the Gulf of 

Mexico to Canada. Jefferson accepted a loose interpretation of the Constitution for this deal as it 

does not expressly give the right to acquire new land. 

 

F. Louis and Clark – purpose of their mission, what they provided Jefferson by its end 

− Meriwether Lewis and William Clark explored newly acquired Louisiana Purchase to discover its 

physical features, plant/animal life, and native peoples. The explorers went beyond their intended 

journey until they came to the Pacific Ocean; provided Jefferson with first maps of the wilderness 

and accounts of its resources; sparked first fantasies that the US could span from ocean to ocean.  

 

III. A Republican Empire is Born 

A. The Embargo of 1807 – define, consequences 

− Act of Congress that prohibited US ships from traveling to foreign ports; effectively banned 

overseas trade in an attempt to deter Britain from halting US ships at sea. It was a failure and it cut 

the national gross national product and weakened the entire economy. 

 

B. Battle of Tippecanoe – define, people involved 

− An attack headed by William Henry Harrison (gov. of Indiana Territory) against Shawnee Indians 

(under influence of Tecumseh) at Prophetstown on the Tippecanoe River in 1811. 

 

C. Treaty of Ghent – define 

− Treaty signed on Christmas Eve 1814 that ended the War of 1812; retained prewar borders of US. 

 

D. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) – define 

− A Supreme Court case that asserted the dominance of national over state statutes. 

 

E. Adams-Onís Treaty – define 

− An 1819 treaty; John Quincy Adams persuaded Spain to cede Florida territory to the US. In return 

the US accepted Spain's claim to Texas and agreed on western boundary of the state of Louisiana. 

 

F. Monroe Doctrine– define 

− 1823 declaration by President Monroe that the Western Hemisphere was closed to further 

colonization by European powers. Monroe pledged the US would not become involved in 

European struggles. 

 

G. "Era of Good Feeling" – define 

− Name given to the period of James Monroe's presidency (1817-1825) characterized by apparent 

political harmony. 


