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I. The Rise of the New Right 
A. Conservatism – discuss how views towards conservatism changed; how did conservative views 
change during the Cold War  

− The Great Depression and WWII left people weary of traditional conservative ideals of limited 
gov. and diplomatic isolationism abroad. During the Cold War conservatives still opposed the New 
Deal but reversed their position on isolationism, actively pushing for military intervention against 
communism in Europe, Asia, and the developing world and calling for broad investigation of 
subversives at home. 

 

B. Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan: Champions of the Right – define The Consciousness of a 
Conservative; two factors that made people weary of Goldwater for president 

− A 1960 book that set forth an uncompromising conservatism and inspired a Republican grassroots 
movement in support of its author, Barry Goldwater. 

− Goldwater's strident tone and militarist foreign policy was too much for a nation mourning still the 
loss of JFK and still committed to liberalism; this largely cost him the presidency. 

 

C. Free-Market Economics and Religious Conservatism – discuss the three ideological positions (and 
the related tensions) of the conservative movement; define National Review and Religious Right 

− The three pillars are: anticommunists, free-market economics, and religious traditionalism. 
Religious traditionalists wanted government intervention to push their agendas while economic 
conservatives wanted limited government and free markets; what united them was their anti-
communism. 

− A conservative magazine founded by editor William F. Buckley in 1955, who used it to criticize 
liberal policy. 

− Politically active religious conservatives who became particularly vocal in the 1980s against 
feminism, abortion, and homosexuality and who promoted "family values." 

 

D. The Carter Presidency – discuss Carter's ideas and achievements in international relations (esp. 1987) 

− Carter positioned himself excellently as a Washington outsider post-Watergate and proclaimed that 
"human rights is the soul of our foreign policy"; as such he withdrew economic and military aid 
from certain repressive regimes, signed the Panama Canal over to Panama and crafted a 
"framework for peace" between Egypt and Israel in which Egypt recognized Israel and Israel 
returned the Sinai Peninsula which it had occupied since 1967. 

 

E. Hostage Crisis – define  

− Crisis that began in 1979 after the deposed shah of Iran was allowed into the U.S. following the 
Iranian Revolution. Iranians broke into the U.S. embassy in Tehran and took 66 Americans 
hostage. The hostage crisis contributed to Carter's reelection defeat. 
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II. The Dawning of the Conservative Age 
A. The Reagan Coalition – discuss the core make-up of the Republican Party and the role of suburban 
growth on political views 

− The core remained the relatively affluent, white, Protestant voter who supported balanced budgets, 
opposed gov. activism, feared communism and believed in a strong national defense. Middle-class 
suburbanites and migrants to the sunbelt were attracted to the conservative agenda of fighting 
crime and limited social-welfare programs; suburban traditions of privatization and racial-
homogeneity made them more likely to support conservative public policies. 

 

B. Define – Reagan Coalition, Moral Majority, and Reagan Democrats 

− A coalition supporting Reagan composed of core Republican voters: middle class suburbanites and 
migrants to Sunbelt states, and a large group of southern whites, an electorally key group to former 
Democrats that had been gradually moving towards the Republican Party since 1964. 

− A political organization established by evangelist Jerry Falwell in 1979 in order to mobilize 
conservative Christian voters on behalf of Reagan's presidential campaign. 

− Blue-collar Catholics from the industrialized midwestern states of Michigan, Ohio, and Illinois 
who were dissatisfied with the direction of liberalism in the 1970s and left the Democratic Party 
for the Republicans. 

 

C. Conservatives in Power – define supply-side economics (dubbed Reaganomics) and Economic 
Recovery Tax Act (ERTA); discuss who benefitted most from economic changes and effect on federal 
debt  

− Economic theory that claims tax cuts for individuals and businesses encourage investment and 
production (supply) and stimulate consumption (demand) because individuals can keep more of 
their earnings. In reality, supply-side economics created a massive federal budget deficit. 

− Legislation introduced by Pres. Reagan and Congress in 1981 that authorized the largest tax 
reduction in the nation's history. 

− Corporations and wealthy Americans benefitted most from Reagan's reforms and the national debt 
tripled during Reagan's presidency. 

 

D. Cutbacks to federal expenditures – discuss the problem of significant cuts to government programs 

− New Deal measures like Social Security and Medicare had become fundamental to society; Reagan 
and Congress realized they could not cut these programs (though it would be the most efficient 
way to cut gov. spending) because they could not risk antagonizing middle-class and elderly voters 
that relied on these services. 

 

E. Define – national debt 
− The amount of money spent by the government and not recovered through tax revenues. Welfare 

and national defense spending increased the nation's deficit significantly, which contradicted 
Reagan's initial promise of fiscal conservatism. 
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F. Define – deregulation; purpose 

− The limiting of regulation by federal agencies. Deregulation of prices in the trucking, airline, and 
railroad industries had begun under Carter in the late '70s, and Reagan expanded it to cutting back 
on gov. protections of consumers, workers, and the environment. It was meant to cut costs for 
businesses in hopes of stimulating the supply-side economic effects. 

 

G. Define – HIV/AIDS; discuss controversy and government response 

− Human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. A deadly disease that 
killed nearly a hundred thousand people in the U.S. in the 1980s. 

− Because the disease largely affected gay men at the start the government was hesitant to declare it 
a national health emergency, with some going so far as to say the disease was God's punishment 
for homosexuals. As the number of infected people climbed and both sexes became affected, plus 
the pressure from gay activists and health professionals increased, the government finally 
dedicated resources for finding treatments. 

 

H. Morning in America – discuss the "capitalist heroes" of the 1980s (Iacocca, Trump, Jobs, Wozniak, 
Gates, Allen) 

− Lee Iacocca, son of Italian immigrants, became president of Ford Motor Corporation and made it 
profitable again; Donald Trump, a real estate developer, rose to prominence with his flamboyant 
Trump Towers; Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak established Apple Computers; Bill Gates and Paul 
Allen founded Microsoft Computers and followed their vision of putting "a personal computer on 
every desk and in every home." 

 

III. The End of the Cold War 
A. U.S.-Soviet Relations in a New Era – discuss Reagan's two-prong strategy to deal with the Soviet 
Union 

− Reagan's strategy abandoned that of Nixon, Ford, and Carter before him by: (1) abandoning 
détente and instead rearming America, and (2) rolling back Soviet advances in the developing 
world by funding anticommunists movements. By boosting U.S. arms production the Sec. of 
Defense reasoned the Soviets would try to keep up, which would strain the Soviet economy and 
cause domestic unrest. Supporting anticommunists regimes in Central America, especially, was 
controversial because it often led to the U.S. supporting suppressive, authoritarian regimes; 
ultimately this hurt the international reputation of the U.S., however it was effective in keeping 
communism out of the area. 
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B. Define – Sandinistas, Contras, and Iran-Contra affair 

− The democratically elected group in Nicaragua that President Reagan accused of threatening U.S. 
business interests. Reagan attempted to overthrow them by ordering the CIA to assist an armed 
opposition group called the Contras. 

− An opposition group in Nicaragua that Reagan ordered the CIA to assist. While Congress banned 
CIA involvement, a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Marines, Oliver North, used the profits from the 
Iranian arms deal to assist the Contras, resulting in the Iran-Contra affair. 

− Reagan administration scandal that involved the sale of arms to Iran in exchange for their help in 
securing the release of hostages held in Lebanon, and the redirection, illegal because banned by 
American law, of the proceeds of those sales to Nicaraguan Contras. 

 

C. Define – glasnost and perestroika 

− The policy introduced by Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev during the 1980s that involved 
greater openness and freedom of expression, and contributed, unintentionally, to the 1991 breakup 
of the Soviet Union. 

− The policy introduced by Gorbachev during the 1980s that involved economic restructuring, and 
contributed, unintentionally, to the breakup of the Soviet Union. 

 

D. A New Political Order at Home and Abroad – define family values; discuss importance in 1988 
election 

− Values promoted by the Religious Right, including support for the traditional nuclear family and 
opposition to same-sex marriage and abortion. George H. W. Bush used his running mate, Dan 
Quayle, and his defending of family values to secure the vote of the Religious Right, a major force 
in Republican politics. 

 

E. Define – Persian Gulf War 

− The 1991 war between Iraq and the U.S.-led international coalition that was sparked by the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. A forty-day bombing campaign against Iraq followed by coalition troops 
storming Kuwait brought a quick victory. 

 

F. Post Cold-War tensions – discuss competing forces after the economic and ideological struggle of 
communism versus capitalism that defined the Cold War; discuss emerging powers 

− America's presence in the Middle East was a key development after the Cold War; one of the new 
struggles that helped shape the political climate was between a Western-led agenda of economic 
and cultural globalization versus an anti-Western ideology of Muslim and Arab regionalism. 

− The European Union emerged as a powerful trading bloc, economic engine, and global political 
force; China saw spectacular economic growth as well. 


