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I. Introduction 
A. Chattel Slavery 
– Defined as owning humans as property, was problematic because in England slavery had 

been obsolete for centuries however slavery was used in the Americas to support the rise of 
some colon 
– ies 

 
B. Three types of colonies in the Americas by 1700 (list and describe/define): 

1. Tribute colonies in Mexico and Peru that relied on the wealth and labor of the indigenous 
peoples 
2. Plantation colonies that survived by raising sugar and tropical/subtropical crops using 
slavery/forced labor 
3. Neo-Europes; colonies that modeled themselves heavily on systems of governance found 
in Europe; based on existing European state practices 

 
 
 
 

II. Spain’s Tribute Colonies 
A. Spain in the Americas – what Spain got from the colonies, what they brought over; 

consequences for other European nations 
– Spain wanted wealth (from tribute system) and brought municipal councils, legal codes and 

the Catholic Church to the Americas; Spain’s involvement sparked an intercontinental 
movement and relationships with other European powers like the Dutch and English became 
strained as they competed over the New World 

 
 

B. Encomiendas – what were they, who got them; long term effects 
– Land grants that allowed owners to claim tribute and labor from Native Americans, 

conquistadors; gold and silver, monopolization of Native American labor and resources 
 
 
 
 

C. Gold and Silver – Sources, where it went, side effects 
– Guanajuato, Potosi, Zacatecas (Mexico and Peru); silver went to China, gold went to Europe; 

massive inflation in Spain, Spain could get valuable goods from China (silks, spices, 
ceramics) 

 
 
 

D. Casta System – what it was, different groups within it and who they were 
– System of racial categorization; mestizo (European-Native American), mulatto (European-

African), zambo (African-Native American) 
 
 



E. Columbian Exchange – what it was; what went to Europe, what went to the Americas; effects 
1. The introduction of goods, peoples and diseases from Europe to the Americas and vice 
versa (Biological transformation!) 
2. Potatoes, Maize, Manioc, Tomatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Syphilis 
3. Livestock, Grains (Wheat, Barley, Rye, Rice), Weeds, Smallpox, Influenza, Measles, 
Yellow Fever, Chickens, Bees 
4. Widespread disease among Native Americans; growth of agricultural yiepopulation in the 
Old Wor 
 
 

F. Rivalry with England – who was the ruler, who did the English employ against Spain 
– Elizabeth I; sea  
–  
– dogs (pirates), most famous was Sir Francis Drake 

G. Outwork System – what it was 
– Manufacturing system where merchants hired landless peasants to spin/weave wool 

 
 

H. Mercantilism – what it was 
– System of state-assisted manufacturing and trade 

 
 
 

III. Plantation Colonies 
A. Brazilian Sugar Colonies and Virginia’s Tobacco Colonies – compare and contrast: 

relationship with Native Americans and other forms of forced labor; impact and economic role 
of the crops produced there 

1. Brazil – Wanted to use Native Americans for growing and processing sugar but they were 
killed of by disease; Portuguese imported African slaves to replace indigenous labor; Sugar 
industry took a while to develop, but lead to importation of slaves 
2. Virginia – Tense trading relationship with Powhatan tribe eventually gave way to distrust 
and warfare; Native Americans not a significant source of labor at this time; Tobacco made 
the crown a lot of money, was very popular in Europe, and caused a growth in immigration 
to the colonies 

 
 

B. House of Burgesses – what it was, where it was, what it did 
– One of the earliest forms of representative government in the Americas; Virginia; could 

make laws and taxes but was subservient to government in England 
 
 

C. Royal Colony – what it is; why was it put in place 
– Virginia was now controlled by the king himself as opposed to the Virginia Company; in 

response to the Indian War of 1622 led by Opechancanough 
 
 

D. Lord Baltimore – who he was; relationship with Maryland and his reasons behind it 
– Cecilius Calvert, a Catholic aristocrat from England; he founded Maryland as a refuge for 

Catholics who would otherwise be persecuted in England 



 
 

E. Freeholds – what they were; where they were found 
– Plantations between 30-50 acres in size; owned and farmed by families of male partners; 

North America and the Caribbean 
 
 

F. Headright System – what it was; where it was first developed; economic and social 
consequences 
– A way to attract new immigrants by promising land to those who paid for immigrants to 

come to the Americas; Virginia; more people came to colonies, wealthy landowners 
expanded their wealth/control 

 
G. Indentured Servitude – what it was; what conditions were like 

 
 
 
 

H. Africans in English colonies – how African rights and social standing changed over the 17th 
century 
– Originally, could get freedom thru courts, baptism, purchase, etc; later on, as price of 

tobacco fell, racism became more ingrained and social opportunities for blacks declined as 
slavery became permanent and hereditary 

 
IV. Neo-European Colonies 

A. New France – where it was; interactions with the Native Americans; role of priests 
– Canada (Quebec); Focused on trading, particularly in furs; were welcomed by Indigenous 

peoples, Jesuits tried to understand Native American beliefs and community but sought to 
Christianize them 

 
 
 

B. Iroquois – where they were; what their strategic advantage was; why they lasted so long as a 
power 
– Upstate New York; were between French and Dutch and could trade between them, allowed 

them to acquire guns, etc.; made alliances with Europeans (English) 
 
 
 

C. Plymouth v. Jamestown – Compare and contrast reasons for successes/failures 
– Plymouth – Balanced gender ratio; moral dimension lead to independent farm families and 

greater cooperation; greater sense of community because they arrived with family 
– Jamestown – only men; was founded for cash crops not for long-lasting community; bad 

environment (lack of water, swampy) 
 
 

D. Pilgrim – who they were; where they went 
– One of the first protestant groups to come to America, looking for a separation from the 

Church of England; Massachusetts 



E. Puritans – who they were; why they came to America 
– Protestants who did not separate from the Church of England but hoped to purify it of its 

ceremony and hierarchy; wanted to create society based on true Christian values (make 
Anglicanism great again) 

 
 

F. Joint-Stock Cooperation – what it was; what colony was it associated with and by who 
– A commercial agreement that allows investors to pool their resources; associated with 

Massachusetts Bay Company, led by John Winthrop 
 
 

G. Predestination – what it meant; what religion and societal group it was associated it with 
– Idea that God pre-chose who was going to be saved (Heaven); associated with Calvinism and 

the Puritans 
 
 

H. Toleration – what it means; associated with which colony and which colonial founder 
– Allowed people of different religions to practice their religions freely; associated with Rhode 

Island and Roger Williams 
 
 

I. Covenant of Works vs. Covenant of Grace – this argument introduced by whom; difference 
between the two 
– Anne Hutchinson; covenant of works meant that people could be saved by doing good 

works; covenant of grace meant predestination only (Anne Hutchinson believed the second 
one) 

 
 

J. Town Meetings – what they were; who participated in them; purposeThe main institution of 
local government; men; to vote on local issues 

 
 
 

V. Instability, War, and Rebellion 
A. Metacom – who he was; reasons for his uprising; impact of his uprising 
– Wampanoag leader, also known as King Philip; fought in Metacom’s War (1675-1676); 

Wampanoag were prosecuted under English property laws; 1/5 of English towns destroyed, 
5% of adult population killed, hea 
–  
– vy losses for indigenous groups 

 
B. Bacon’s Rebellion – who it was led by; where it took place; reasons for rebellion; impact of 

rebellion 
– Nathaniel Bacon; Virginia; tensions with Native Americans, compounded by class friction, 

led to rebel movement to combat hostile Native American groups and enact reforms limiting 
the powe of the governor and re-instated voting rights to landed freemen 


