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I. Introduction – define rights liberalism 
− The conviction that individuals need government protection from discrimination. This version of 

liberalism was promoted by the civil rights and women's movements and focused on identities 
(like race or gender) rather than the general social welfare of New Deal liberalism. 

 

II. The Emerging Civil Rights Struggle, 1941-1957 
A. Life Under Jim Crow – define Jim Crow; compare racial climate in South vs. North or West 

− System of racial segregation in the South lasting a century from after the Civil War until the 1960s. 
− The South had segregation in all aspects of life; restaurants, all public transport and even drinking 

fountains were kept separate; blacks were kept out of government posts and even highly educated 
blacks could not rise to better jobs because they were reserved exclusively for whites. The North 
and West had less acute but equally tangible segregation, especially in a spatial sense: whites 
moved to the suburbs while blacks stayed in city centers where ghettos formed since the FHA and 
bank redlining kept them away from suburbs. 

 
B. Origins of the Civil Rights Movement – discuss 3 key factors for the Civil Rights movement 

− WWII: fighting racism abroad highlighted the hypocrisy of racism at home, plus the service of 
black units in the war earned African Americans some praise; the black middle class expanded 
after WWII and they were instrumental in shaping the movement because reduced dependence on 
white patronage gave blacks room to push for change without sacrificing their livelihoods; 
television brought the very real and at times violent struggle into American homes, making it 
impossible to ignore.  

 

C. World War II: The Beginning – define Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters; discuss Executive  
Order 8802 

− Prominent black trade union of railroad car porters working for the Pullman Company. Roosevelt 
issued Executive Order 8802, prohibiting racial discrimination in defense industries, to avoid a 
black protest march on Washington D.C. planned by A. Philip Randolph. 

 
D. Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) – define; link to Gandhi 

− Civil rights organization founded in 1942 in Chicago by James Farmer and other members of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) that espoused nonviolent direct action, inspired by Mahatma 
Gandhi of India. In 1961, CORE organized a series of what were called Freedom Rides on 
international bus lines throughout the South to call attention to blatant violations of Supreme Court 
rulings against segregation in interstate commerce. 

 

E. Cold War Civil Rights – define "To Secure These Rights" 
− The 1947 report by the Presidential Committee on Civil Rights that called for robust federal action, 

including abolition of poll taxes and the restoration of the Fair Employment Practices Commission, 
to ensure equality for African Americans. 
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F. State's Rights Democratic Party (Dixiecrats) – define 
− Breakaway party of white Democrats from the South formed for the 1948 election. Its formation 

shed light on an internal struggle between the civil rights aims of the party's liberal wing and 
southern white Democrats. 

 
G. Mexican Americans and Japanese Americans – discuss life for Mexican immigrants and Mexican-
Americans; define American GI Reform 
− People of Mexican heritage in the Southwest faced similar caste systems/conditions as blacks in 

the south, including separated neighborhoods (barrios) with poor living conditions and low wages 
due to the large supply of cheap labor. Their service in WWII spurned their desire for equality. 

− Group founded by WWII veterans in Corpus Christi, TX, in 1948 to protest the poor treatment of 
Mexican American soldiers and veterans. 

 

H. Thurgood Marshall – who he was and why he was significant 
− The very first African American to be appointed to the Supreme Court; prior to his appointment he 

was instrumental in arguing most of the NAACP's landmark cases. He had been denied admission 
to the University of Maryland Law School because he was black and attended Howard University 
instead. 

 

I. Fighting for Equality Before the Law – define Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka; discuss 
"Southern Manifesto" of 1956 and Eisenhower's view of the issue 
− Supreme Court ruling that overturned the "separate but equal" precedent established in Plessy v. 

Ferguson in 1896. The Court declared that separate educational facilities were inherently unequal 
and thus violated the 14th Amendment. The "Southern Manifesto" was a response to Brown v. 
Board, signed by 101 members of Congress denouncing the decision as an abuse of judicial power. 
Eisenhower accepted Brown v. Board as law of the land but considered it a mistake. 

 
III. Forging a Protest Movement, 1955-1965 

A. Nonviolent Direct Action – significance of Rosa Parks; define Montgomery Bus Boycott 
− Rosa Parks, a long term NAACP member and woman of good reputation, refused to give her seat 

on a bus to a white man as a challenge against segregated buses; her arrest led to the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, a yearlong boycott of Montgomery's segregated bus system in 1955-1956 by the 
city's African American population. The boycott brought Martin Lither King Jr. to national 
prominence and ended in victory when the Supreme Court declared segregated transportation 
unconstitutional. 

 
B. Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) – define; discuss Greensboro Sit-Ins 

− After the Montgomery Bus Boycott, MLK Jr. and other civil rights leaders formed the SCLC in 
1957 to coordinate civil rights activity in the South. Four black students in Greensboro imitated 
Rosa Parks by taking seats at an all-white lunch counter and refusing to leave; hundreds of 
students followed suit until finally the lunch counter was desegregated and the nonviolent protest 
method spread to other southern cities to affect change. 
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C. Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) – define 
− Student civil rights group founded in 1960 under the membership activist Ella Baker. SNCC 

initially embraced an interracial and non-hierarchical structure that encouraged leadership at the 
grassroots level and practiced civil disobedience principles of MLK Jr. but as violence toward civil 
rights activists escalated nationwide in the 1960s, SNCC expelled nonblack members and 
promoted "Black Power" and the teachings of Malcolm X. 

 
D. Freedom Rides – discuss; role of President Kennedy and Senator Kennedy 

− Series of bus rides by black and white advocates of racial equality to call attention to blatant 
violations of Supreme Court rulings against segregation. Buses were often attacked by Klansmen 
and firebombed; despite the violence, law enforcement refused to intervene on behalf of the 
Freedom Riders. President Kennedy discouraged Freedom Riders and was hesitant to intervene for 
fear of losing his southern supporters but as violence increased Senator Robert Kennedy 
dispatched federal marshals to intervene. 

 

E. Legislating Civil Rights, 1963-1965 – define March on Washington 
− Officially named the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. On August 28, 1963, a quarter 

of a million people marched to the Lincoln Memorial to marshal support for President Kennedy's 
call for a new civil rights bill and to demand that Congress end Jim Crow racial discrimination and 
launch a major jobs program to bring needed employment to black communities. 

 
F. Civil Rights Act of 1964 – define 

− Law that responded to demands of the civil rights movement by making discrimination in 
employment, education, and public accommodations illegal. It was the strongest such measure 
since Reconstruction and included a ban on sex discrimination in employment. 

 

G. Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) – define 
− Party founded during the Freedom Summer of 1964. Its members attempted to attend the 1964 

Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, NJ, as the legitimate representatives of their 
state, but Democratic leaders refused to recognize the party. 

 
H. Voting Rights Act of 1965 – define 
− Law passed during Lyndon Johnson's administration that empowered the federal government to 

intervene to ensure that minorities had access to voting booths. 
 

IV. Beyond Civil Rights, 1966-1973 
A. Black Nationalism – define 

− A major strain of African American thought that emphasized black racial pride and autonomy. 
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B. Nation of Islam – define 
− Religion founded in the U.S. that became a leading source for black nationalists through the 1960s. 

Black Muslims preached an apocalyptic brand of Islam, anticipating the day when Allah would 
banish the white "Devils" and give the black nation justice. Malcolm X was one of the most 
charismatic leaders but he left the group in 1964 after a dispute with a fellow leader. 

 

C. Black Panther Party – define 
− Militant organization dedicated to protecting the African Americans from police violence, founded 

in Oakland, CA, in 1966 by Huey Newton and Bobby Seale. The organization spread to other 
cities in the late 1960s, where members undertook a wide range of community-organizing projects, 
but the Panthers' radicalism and belief in armed self-defense resulted in violent clashes with police. 

 
D. Young Lords Organization – define 

− Organization that sought self-determination for Puerto Ricans in the U.S. and the Caribbean. 
Though immediate victories were few, their dedicated community organizing produced a 
generation of leaders and awakened community consciousness. 

 

E. Rise of the Chicano Movement – define United Farm Workers (UFW); struggles unique to 
Mexican Americans 

− Union of farmworkers founded in 1962 by Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta that sought to 
empower the mostly Mexican American migrant farmworkers who faced discrimination and 
exploitative conditions, especially in the Southwest. 

− While Mexican-Americans shared many struggles with blacks, the status of the Spanish language 
in schools and immigration policy were additional concerns. 

 
F. The American Indian Movement – define 

− Organization established in 1968 to address the problems Indians faced in American cities, 
including poverty and police harassment. AIM organized Indians to end relocation and termination 
policies and to win greater control over their cultures and communities. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


