
 

 

Chapter 22: Cultural Conflict, Bubble, and Bust   Name ______________________________ 
1919-1932 (Pages 704-733)          Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 
 
 

I. Conflicted Legacies of World War I 
A. Racial Strife – expectations of African Americans after the war and white reactions 

− Due to their commitment and efforts in the war, African Americans desired citizenship rights. 
Newfound opportunities in the industrial sector after the Great Migration allowed African 
Americans to establish themselves in northern cities and build their own communities. Whites 
responded with violence and racial tensions deepened. 

 
B. Erosion of Labor Rights – define Adkins v. Children's Hospital 
− 1923 Supreme Court case that voided minimum wage for women workers in the District of 

Columbia, reversing many of the gains that had been achieved through the groundbreaking 
decision in Muller v. Oregon. 

 
C. Welfare capitalism – define; examples (give 2) 

− System of labor relations that stressed management's responsibility for employees' wellbeing. 
− Henry Ford offered a profit-sharing plan for employees whose private lives met the moral 

standards of the company; General Electric and U.S. Steel provided health insurance and old age 
pensions; Chicago's Western Electric Company built athletic facilities and selectively offered paid 
vacations. 

 
D. The Red Scare – define Red Scare and Palmer Raids 

− Term for the communism that swept the country after WWI, and led to a series of government 
raids on alleged subversives and a suppression of civil liberties in the spirit of preemption. 

− Series of raids led by Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer on radical organizations that peaked in 
Jan. 1920, when federal agents arrested 6,000 citizens and aliens and denied the prisoners access to 
legal counsel. 

 

E. Sacco and Vanzetti – what happened; legacy 
− Nicola Sacco, a shoemaker, and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, a fish peddler, both with anarchist views 

were arrested and sentenced to jail for 6 years for their alleged involvement in the murder of two 
men during a robbery of a shoe company in South Braintree, Massachusetts. In 1927 they were 
sentenced to death. Their guilt or innocence is still debated, but what is certain is they were not 
granted a fair trial, most likely due to lingering WWI prejudices and their political views. 
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II. Politics in the 1920s 
A. Women in Politics – define Sheppard-Towner Federal Maternity and Infancy Act; consequences  

− The first federally funded healthcare legislation that provided federal funds for medical clinics, 
prenatal education programs, and visiting nurses. As a result health care for the poor improved and 
infant mortality decreased significantly; opponents warned that this could ultimately lead to 
socialized medicine. 

 
B. Women's International League for Peace and Freedom – define; challenges faced by women 

− Organization founded by women activists in 1919; members denounced imperialism, stressed the 
human suffering caused by militarism, and proposed social justice measures. 

− Women made good lobbyists but they didn't attain positions within the Democratic or Republican 
parties; since women didn't vote as a bloc as was expected by politicians, their votes were taken for 
granted. 

 
C. Republicans and Business – define associated state; consequences; define Teapot Dome 

− A system of voluntary business cooperation with government; led to corporate leaders attaining 
more power in government which made bribery and corruption easy 

− Nickname for scandal in which Interior Secretary Albert Fall accepted bribes for leasing oil 
reserves on public land in Teapot Hill, Wyoming. 

 
D. Dollar Diplomacy – define 
− Policy emphasizing the connection between America's economic and political interests overseas. 

 
E. Culture Wars – define prohibition; effect of WWI on prohibition; consequences and outcome 

− The ban on the manufacture and sale of alcohol that went into effect January 1920 with the 18th 
Amendment. Many breweries were owned by Germans so drinking beer was seen as unpatriotic, 
plus Congress limited brewer's use of barley and other grains so consumption of alcohol fell. 
Urban centers ignored the law and illegal sites for alcohol consumption sprang up, funding 
criminal gang activities; it ultimately failed and was repealed in 1933. 

 

F. American Civil Liberties Union – define 
− Organization formed during the Red Scare to protect free speech rights. 

 

G. Scopes trial – define; outcome 
− 1925 trial of John Scopes, a high school biology teacher in Dayton, Tennessee, for violating his 

state's ban on teaching evolution. Scopes was found guilty and the law in question remained in 
effect for over 30 years; the Supreme Court later overturned Scopes's conviction. 
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H. National Origins Act – define; discuss social climate of the time; discuss Latin American 
immigrants 

− 1924 law limiting annual immigration from each country to no more than 2% of that nationality's 
percentage of the U.S. population as it stood in 1890. Native-born Protestants blamed immigrants 
for America's moral decline and discriminated heavily against newcomers due to their differing 
religious or political persuasions. The new laws didn't affect immigrants from the Western 
Hemisphere so Latin American immigrants arrived in increasing numbers. 

 

I. Ku Klux Klan (KKK) – define 
− Secret society that first thwarted black freedom after the Civil War but was reborn in 1915 to fight 

against perceived threats posed by African Americans, immigrants, radicals, feminists, Catholics 
and Jews. 

 

III. Intellectual Modernism 
A. Harlem in Vogue – define Harlem Renaissance; factors that promoted the movement; Zora Neale 
Hurston 
− The group of African American artists, intellectuals, and social leaders who lived in Harlem in the 

1920s. The Great Migration tripled the black population in New York and positioned Harlem as a 
promised land for African Americans leading to embracing and celebrating black culture, creating 
new art forms and asserting ties to Africa. 
− Hurston was a writer and intellectual that sought to represent the humor and spiritual strength of 

ordinary black men and women. 

 
B. Jazz – define; Louis Armstrong 

− Unique American musical form, developed in New Orleans and other parts of the South before 
WWI; one of the most famous products of the Harlem Renaissance. Armstrong was a leading 
musician that was key in the development of jazz's signature mode: the improvised solo. 

 

C. Universal Negro Improvement Association – define; Marcus Garvey 
− Harlem-based group that arose in the 1920s to mobilize African American workers and champion 

black separatism. Garvey was a key leader that urged blacks to return to Africa since they will 
never be treated justly in the U.S./white-run countries. 

 

D. Pan-Africanism – define 
− Movement reflected by the UNIA and Marcus Garvey, arguing that people of African descent, in 

all parts of the world, had a common destiny and should cooperate in political action. 
 

E. Critiquing American Life – define Lost Generation 
− The phrase coined by writer Gertrude Stein to refer to the young artists and writers who felt 

alienated from America's mass-culture society of the 1920s. 
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IV. From Boom to Bust 
A. Consumer Culture – define consumer credit; discuss frictions caused by consumer culture 

− New forms of borrowing, such as auto loans and installment plans; encouraged "buy now, pay 
later" and ultimately contributed to the crash of 1929 as people lived outside their means. 

− Wives disliked husbands spending discretionary income at the ball park, children often spent their 
income on goods for themselves instead of giving it to their parents (generational gap). 

 
B. Automobiles – discuss the positive and negative consequences of automobile popularity 

− The high demand stimulated steel, petroleum, chemical, rubber and glass production and made 
highway construction a billion dollar industry, new industries emerged (gas stations, motels, drive-
in restaurants), people spent leisure time differently; car-ownership spurred urban sprawl; cars 
were expensive and bought on credit which injected risk into the economy. 

 

C. Hollywood – define; influence on culture 
− City in CA where by the 1920s nearly 90% of all films in the world were produced. The general 

public began emulating Hollywood stars who became fashion icons. 
 

D. Flapper – define; Clara Bow 
− A young woman in the 1920s who defied conventional standards of conduct by wearing short 

skirts and makeup, freely spending the money she earned on the latest fashion, dancing to jazz and 
flaunting her liberated lifestyle. Bow was a Hollywood star and flapper that became a role model 
for many women. 

 
E. Soft power – define 

− The exercise of popular cultural influence, as radio and movies in the 1920s celebrated the 
American Dream. 

 
F. The Coming of the Great Depression – discuss aftermath of the 1929 stock market crash 

− People didn't realize the magnitude at first since cyclical downturns had been part of the 
industrializing economy since the 1830s however as the country entered the Great Depression, 
industrial production fell 37%, construction plunged 78%, crop and raw material prices fell by half 
and unemployment ballooned to 24%. A drop in consumer spending followed as people had no 
extra income. Banks failed as a result of overextended credit and reckless management and 
depositors lost their life savings. Female employment increased despite companies' refused to hire 
married women; the marriage and birth rates fell as families lacked the funds to support a family. 


