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I. The struggle for National Reconstruction 
A. Presidential Approaches: From Lincoln to Johnson – define Ten Percent Plan and Wade-Davis Bill 

− Lincoln advocated the 10% Plan that would grant amnesty to most ex-Confederates and allow each 
rebellious state to return to the Union after 10% of its voters took a loyalty oath and state approved 
the 13th Amendment; Confederate states rejected it. Wade-Davis plan: proposed by Congress in 
July 1864, required an oath of allegiance by a majority of each state's adult white men, new govs 
formed only by those who had never taken up arms against the Union, and permanent 
disenfranchisement of Confederate leaders; Lincoln vetoed it. 

 

B. Black Codes – define; implications/consequences 
− Laws passed by southern states after the Civil War denying ex-slaves the civil rights enjoyed by 

whites; intended to force blacks back to the plantations and restore slavery in everything but name; 
led to anti-black sentiment persisting and violence erupting. 

 
C. Congress Versus the President – define Freedmen's Bureau and Civil Rights Act of 1866; Johnson's 
response 
− Gov organization created by Congress in March 1865 to aid displaced blacks and other war 

refugees; Act passed by Congress that nullified the Black Codes and affirmed African Americans 
should have equal benefit of the law. Johnson vetoed both and his racism began to show, however 
Congress overrode his vetoes and tensions grew between the two branches of government. 

 

D. Fourteenth Amendment – define; Johnson's position; significance of Radical Republicans 
− Constitutional amendment ratified in 1868; made all native-born or naturalized persons U.S. 

citizens, prohibited states from abridging the rights of national citizens, thus giving primacy to 
national rather than state citizenship. Johnson opposed it but public opinion swung against him 
leading to the rise of Radical Republicans who sought sweeping reforms in the defeated South. 

 

E. Radical Reconstruction – define Reconstruction Act of 1867; Johnson's position and outcome 
− Act that divided the South into 5 military districts, each under the command of a U.S. general. To 

reenter the Union, former Confederate states had to grant the vote to freedmen and deny it to 
leading ex-Confederates. Johnson vetoed it but Congress overrode his veto.Because of Johnson’s 
scheming with Stanton and Grant the House of Reps introduced articles of impeachment against 
Johnson. He wasn't impeached but he was powerless for the rest of his term. 

 
F. Fifteenth Amendment – define; problematic provisions  

− Constitutional amendment ratified in 1869 that forbade states to deny citizens the right to vote on 
the grounds of race, color, or "previous condition of servitude." There was still room for poll taxes 
and literacy requirements, concessions to northern and western states to keep immigrants and the 
"unworthy" poor from voting. 
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G. Woman Suffrage Denied – opposing views (Philips, Stanton, Douglass); why women felt cheated 

− There was no partisan benefit to giving women the vote; for authors of Reconstruction 
enfranchising blacks had the added benefit of punishing ex-Confederates and ensuring Republican 
support in the South. Some feared that adding women's voting rights would detract from the focus 
on black men and called women selfish for wanting to steal/share the limelight. Some women 
pointed out that black women are also being denied the vote. Even Frederick Douglass thought it 
wasn't urgent to get women the vote. Women felt cheated because foreigners and people less 
qualified/educated than they could vote while they couldn't. 

 
H. American Woman Suffrage Association and National Woman Suffrage Association – define 

− Group led by Lucy Stone and others who remained loyal to the Republican Party in hopes that 
after Reconstruction women would get the vote. 

− Group led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony that focused exclusively on women's 
rights and took up the battle for a federal woman's suffrage amendment. They didn't believe 
woman suffrage was on the horizon for them unless they pressed for it and believed they shouldn't 
"put [their] trust in man." 

 
I. Minor v. Happersett – define; significance of Wyoming Territory and response 

− Supreme Court decision in 1875 that ruled suffrage rights were not inherent in citizenship; women 
were citizens but state legislatures could deny them the vote. In 1869 Wyoming Territory gave 
women full voting rights; was praised by people from around the world and proved women 
wouldn't neglect their household "duties" by having their freedoms expanded. 

 
II. The Meaning of Freedom 

A. The Quest for Land – issue over land after the Civil War 
− Newly freed blacks wished to get land so they could be economically independent. Johnson's 

amnesty plan for ex-Confederates ran counter to this as many southern plantation owners got their 
land back. Former slaves fought back but often white landowners won. 

 
B. Sharecropping – define; pros and cons 

− Labor system where freedmen exchanged a portion of their harvest with the landowner for use of 
land, a house, and tools. It allowed laborers and landowners to share the risk and returns, but since 
sharecroppers were usually penniless they were trapped in debt from needing to borrow tools/food 
at the beginning and it was hard to get out of that cycle and were taken advantage of. 

 
C. Republican Governments in the South – define Union League; discuss some grassroots 
Reconstruction efforts 
− A secret fraternal order in which black and white Republicans joined forces in the late 1860s. After 

the war, the league pressured Congress to uphold justice for freedmen. League and Bureau kept a 
sharp eye out for unfair contracts against freedmen, advised freedmen on economic matters, 
provided direct payment to desperate families, helped establish schools (especially African 
American colleges and universities). 
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D. Scalawags and Carpetbaggers – define 

− Southern whites who supported Republican Reconstruction and were ridiculed by ex-Confederates 
as worthless traitors 

− A derisive name given by ex-Confederates to northerners who, motivated by opportunity or 
personal profit, moved to the South during Reconstruction. 

 
E. Discuss big achievements of Republicans in the South 

− They outlawed corporal punishment, established hospitals and asylums for orphans and the 
disabled, S. Carolina offered referee Public Health Services, Alabama provided free legal 
representation, some governments paved streets and installed streetlights; most impressive 
achievement was public education— by 1875 over half of black children went to school, a gateway 
to true freedom b/c people would be smart enough to avoid being taken advantage of. 

 
F. Convict leasing – define; discuss issues 

− Notorious system begun during Reconstruction whereby Southern state officials allowed private 
companies to hire out prisoners to labor in mines and other industries. Prisoners were treated 
poorly/abused, medical care was nonexistent, many died. 

 

G. Building Black Communities – important institutions before and after emancipation; role of church 
− African Americans treasured community and participated in religious worship and mutual aid-- in 

secret before the war and openly after. Independent churches sprang up and blacks made their own 
churches rather than being segregated in white ones; churches served also as schools, social 
centers, meeting halls. Religious leaders were often political leaders as well. 

 

H. Civil Rights Act of 1875 – define; who supported it; significance 
− A law that required "full and equal" access to jury service and to transportation and public 

accommodations, irrespective of race. Senator Charles Sumner pushed for it and after his death it 
was passed, though with modifications. This was the last Civil Rights Act until 1964. 

 
III. The Undoing of Reconstruction 

A. The Republicans Unravel – define Freedman's Savings and Trust Company 
− A private bank founded in 1865 that had worked closely with the Freedman's Bureau and Union 

army across the South. In June 1874, the bank failed, and Congress refused to compensate its 
61,000 African American depositors. 

 
B. Classical liberalism – define; characteristics and supporters 

− The idea that the less government does, the better, particularly in reference to the economy. 
Intellectuals, businessmen, journalists supported it and it's practices of free trade, small 
government, low property taxes, and limitation of voting rights to men of education and property. 
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C. Laissez faire – define 

− French for "let do" or "leave alone." The doctrine that the less government does, the better. 
 

D. Crédit Mobilier – define  
− A sham corporation set up by shareholders in the Union Pacific Railroad to secure government 

grants at an enormous profit. Organizers of the scheme protected it from investigation by providing 
gifts of its stock to powerful members of Congress. 

 
E. Counterrevolution in the South– define "Redemption" 
− A term used by southern Democrats for the overthrow of elected governments that ended 

Reconstruction in many parts of the South. So-called Redeemers terrorized Republicans, especially 
in districts with large proportions of black voters, and killed black political leaders and intimidated 
their opponents to regain power. 

 

F. Ku Klux Klan– define; significance of Nathan Bedford Forrest 
− A white supremacist group that arose in the South after the Civil War. Forrest was a decorated 

Confederate general who in 1866 became Grand Wizard of the KKK and was instrumental in 
trying to overthrow the Republican gov of Tennessee. 

 
G. Enforcement Laws – define; why they were necessary 

− Acts passed in Congress in 1870 that were designed to protect freedman' rights under the 14th and 
15th Amendments; an attempt to combat white supremacist/hate groups' terrorism. 

 
H. Slaughter-House Cases – define 

− A group of decisions begun in 1873 in which the Supreme Court began to undercut the power of 
the 14th Amendment to protect African American rights. 

 
I. U.S. v. Cruikshank – define 

− A Supreme Court decision that voting rights remained a state matter unless the state itself violated 
those rights. If former slaves' rights were violated by individuals or private groups, that lay beyond 
federal jurisdiction. Like the Slaughter-House Cases the ruling undercut the 14th amendment. 

 

J. Civil Rights Cases – define 
− A series of 1883 Supreme Court decisions that struck down the Civil Rights Act of 1875, rolling 

back key Reconstruction laws and paving the way for later decisions that sanctioned segregation. 


