
 

 

Chapter 12: The South Expands: Slavery and Society  Name ______________________________ 
1800-1860 (Pages 376-405)             Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 
 

I. Introduction – Describe life for Southern planters in the first half of the 1800s; discuss "Cotton is King"; 
conditions of slaves 
− Planters moved west, using their slaves to bring the land to cultivation so they can make money 

and buy more slaves and cultivate more land, etc. Planters had forsaken aristocratic gentility of the 
Chesapeake and Carolinas to make money. 
− By 1840 the South was at the cutting edge of the Market Revolution, producing and exporting 2/3 

of the world's supply, and its economy was larger and richer than that of most nations. On new 
cotton plantations slaves worked from sunup to sundown all year under threat of the lash. 

 

II. The Domestic Slave Trade 
A. The Upper South Exports Slaves – significance of Chesapeake region; describe two forms of African 
Migration 
− The Chesapeake region was home to nearly half of the black population and it was growing due to 

natural increase which created a surplus of black workers on plantations and a plentiful supply for 
the internal slave trade. 

− Migration occurred due to transfer and sale. Planters moved west in search of new opportunities 
and took their slaves with them or they gave them to their sons/daughters that moved west; this 
accounted for 40% of the migrants. The other 60% were sold south through traders. 

 

B. Coastal trade – define; Northern response 
− The domestic slave trade with routes along the Atlantic coast that sent thousands of slaves to sugar 

plantations in Louisiana and cotton plantations in the Mississippi Valley. This was a highly visible 
enterprise and was widely condemned by northern abolitionists. 

 
C. Inland system – define; what drove the system 

− The slave trade system in the interior of the country that fed slaves to the Cotton South. It was less 
visible than the coastal trade but more extensive. There were professional slave traders that earned 
a living buying and selling slaves; planters that found themselves in debt could make easy money 
by selling slaves; slaves were needed to clear new land and plant cotton in the Gulf states. 

 
D. The Impact on Blacks – define chattel principle; effect of slave trade on slaves/slave families 

− A system of bondage in which a slave has the legal status of property and so can be bought and 
sold like property. Some slave owners governed not with a whip but by the threat of selling the 
slave south if he/she misbehaved. Marriages and families were torn apart by the slave trade, but the 
sense of family and family ties (when they were forged) was incredibly strong among African 
Americans. 
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E. Benevolent masters – define 

− Slave owners who considered themselves committed to the welfare of their slaves. 
 

III. The World of Southern Whites 
A.  The Dual Cultures of the Planter Elite – define republican aristocracy  

− Old South gentry that dominated the Chesapeake and low country of South Carolina and Georgia 
who made their wealth in rice and tobacco, built mansions, and adopted manners of the English 
landed gentry; they feared federal government interference with their slave property. Rice planters 
were at the apex of society. 

 

B. "Positive good" argument – define 
− An argument in the 1830s to justify slavery, claiming that the institution of slavery was a "positive 

good" because it subsidized an elegant lifestyle for the white elite and provided tutelage for 
genetically inferior Africans.  

 
C. Cotton Entrepreneurs – how they compared to republican aristocracy  

− Entrepreneurs in the Cotton South were less hypocritical about slavery and elegance; they 
acknowledged that the more cotton they produced the more money they got and so they worked 
their slaves as hard as possible to get the most out of them. They didn't live in elegant houses and 
didn't try to justify slavery on moral grounds. Cotton was a demanding crop (long growing season) 
and slaves didn't acquire additional craft skills like they did on tobacco, sugar or rice areas (where 
they made casks, processed sugar or built irrigation systems and could learn how to do these 
things). 

 

D. Gang-labor system – define 
− A system of work discipline used on southern cotton plantations in the mid-nineteenth century in 

which white overseers or black drivers supervised gangs of enslaved laborers to achieve greater 
productivity. 

 
E. Planters, Smallholding Yeomen, and Tenants – define slave society; hierarchy of southern families 

− A society in which the institution of slavery affected all aspects of life. Southern families followed 
a strict hierarchy based on wealth and slaves; the elite/top one-fifth owned 20+ slaves and grew 
about 50% of the South's cotton; the next class held 6-20 slaves and generated more than 30% of 
the cotton; smallholding slave owners had 1-5 slaves and tried to acquire them as soon as they had 
any money. Poor whites without slaves had the lowest social ranking (just above slaves) and could 
do little to rise above their station. 
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IV. Expanding and Governing the South 
A.  The Settlement of Texas– define Alamo; issue with annexing Texas 
− The 1836 defeat of the Texan garrison defending the Alamo in San Antonio by the Mexican army. 

Newspapers urged Americans to "Remember the Alamo," and American adventurers, lured by 
offers of land grants, flocked to Texas to join the rebel forces. Though Texas won de facto 
independence in 1838 and Texas voted for annexation to the U.S., President Van Buren refused to 
bring the issue to Congress for fear of a war with Mexico and the issue of TX being a free or slave 
state. 

 
B. The Politics of Democracy – define secret ballot 

−  Form of voting that allows the voter to enter a choice in privacy without having to submit a 
recognizable ballot or to voice the choice out loud to others. 

 
C. The Paradox of Southern Prosperity – how the focus on slavery hindered development in the South 

− Some slaveholders believed they could get all the wealth they wanted and needed from slavery and 
slave-labor; per capita income among whites was 4th highest in the world in 1860. However this 
kept the South from investing in the great technological innovations of the 19th century: water- 
and steam-powered factories, machine tools, steel plows, and crushed gravel roads that would have 
raised the South's productivity and wealth. Europeans stayed out of the South to avoid competing 
with bound labor and therefore they couldn't bring their artisan skills to the region. 

 
V. The African American World 

A.  Evangelical Black Protestantism – define Black Protestantism 
− A form of Protestantism that was devised by Christian slaves in the Chesapeake and spread to the 

Cotton South by the domestic slave trade. These slaves carried the evangelical message of 
emotional conversion, ritual baptism, communal spirituality, and the message that all blacks were 
"children of God" and should be treated accordingly. 

 

B. Forging Families and Communities – how African customs were preserved 
− The Gullah dialect, which combined English words and a variety of African languages in an 

African grammatical structure, endured until the 1890s; blacks danced the Congo and sang African 
songs accompanied by a drum; African Americans preserved the taboo of incest and the custom of 
newly married couples jumping over a broomstick; they formed fictive kinships as a testament to 
their commitment to family values even if blood families were torn apart (adopting older men and 
women as "aunts" and "uncles"); children were often given African names or names of relatives 
left behind. 

 
C. Negotiating Rights – define task system; significance 

− A system of labor common in the rice-growing regions of South Carolina in which a slave was 
assigned a daily task to complete and allowed to do as he wished upon its completion. This gave 
slaves an incentive to complete their work and allowed them time for themselves and a sense of 
independence. This same system did not take hold in sugar or cotton plantations where the gang-
system was in place. 
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D. Survival Strategies – problems slaves faced in opposing slavery; why escaping was problematic 

− Slaves saw that revolts would be futile because they lacked the institutions (like communes of 
European peasants) to organize a large-scale rebellion. Plus the whites were numerous, armed, and 
set on preserving their way of life/slavery. Escaping was an issue because they would have to leave 
their kin behind. 

 
E. The Free Black Population – describe life for African Americans in the North  

− Most whites regarded African Americans as socially inferior and kept them in low-paying jobs. In 
rural areas they worked as tenant farmers or laborers; in towns/cities they were domestic servants, 
laundresses, or day laborers. Most states prohibited blacks from voting, attending school, or sitting 
next to whites in church. 

 

F. Standing for Freedom in the South – where most free blacks lived; their differing views; symbolism 
of free blacks 

− Most lived in coastal cities and the Upper South; because Europeans avoided the South, blacks 
filled the roles of skilled artisans (carpenters, blacksmiths, barbers, butchers, shopkeepers). 

− Free blacks had divided loyalties: some assimilated to white culture in an effort to rise above their 
station, others of mixed race kept slaves themselves; most free African Americans acknowledged 
their connection to slaves and knew their own safety/freedom was in jeopardy if slavery continued 
to exist. Free blacks were a symbol of hope to slaves and a symbol of danger for most whites. 


