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I.  
Introduction


A.  White people living out west when Civil War ended in 1865


B. 
How this had changed by 1890

II.
The Clash of Cultures on the Plains


A.  Migration, conflict, and cultural change:  Old or new themes in the West?


B.  How whites changed Indian culture:  effect on health, food supply, inter-tribal warfare


C.  Importance of Treaty of Fort Laramie and Fort Atkinson (1851, 1853)


D.  How these treaties showed how whites misunderstood the Indians—2 ways


E. 
The two major reservation areas for Indians by the 1860s


F.
The “deal” that was made between the Indians and the U.S. when the Indians agreed to go to reservations



--main reasons why this deal was not successful


G. 
Irony of immigrants serving in army 


H.   “Buffalo soldiers” – who they were and what is ironic about them serving in Indians wars (The books doesn’t



spell this out for you, but I think you can “read between the lines.”)

III.
Receding Native Population


A.  Importance of Sand Creek, Colorado (what this event demonstrates)


B.  Confrontation between the Sioux and Captain Fetterman’s troops:  Why?  Where?  Result?  Importance?


C.  General George Custer (1876)—confrontation with the Sioux:  Why?  Location?  Result?



(What is the interesting fact about word choice that your textbook points out?)


D.
Confrontation between Nez Perce Indians and U.S. army:  Why?  What is unique about this incident?  Why



Chief Joseph surrendered?  Long-term result for the Nez Perce?


E.  
Apache:  Apache leader?  Location?  What finally happened to Apache?


F.  
Four factors (other than warfare) that led to the conquest of the Indians

IV.  Billowing Herds of Bison


A.  Why bison (buffalo) were so important to the Plains Indians


B.  Why the construction of the railroad had such an impact on the buffalo

V.
The End of the Trail


A.  Importance of Helen Hunt Jackson—impact


B.  How even those whites concerned about plight of the Indian were not really kind to them


C.  Government’s and Churches’ attitude toward the Sun Dance


D.  Battle of Wounded Knee in Dakota (Sioux):  What happened there and why?


E.  Dawes Severalty Act (1887):  what the law did, what the “humanitarian” purpose of the law was



1.  Importance of Carlisle School in Pennsylvania



2.  What type of doctrine this law supported—and how it hurt the Indians



3.   Indian Reorganization Act changed Dawes Severalty Act—How and when?  Effect?

VI.  Mining:  From Dishpan to Ore Breaker


A.  Importance on “Pikes Peakers” –who they were—location—impact?


B.  Comstock Lode—what it was, location


C.  Why the corporations eventually took over mining


D.  Impact of mining frontier:  migration, status of women, U.S. economy, folklore

VII. Beef Bonanzas and the Long Drive


A.  Texas cattle—what they were used for before Civil War and why


B.   Why cattle became a big business 


C.   Families that started meatpacking corporations


D.   The “Long Drive” – what it was, destinations of the cowboys?


E.    Why the following factors ended the “Long Drive” – railroad, sheepherders, barbed wire, climate, good 



times for cattle market


F.   
What the cattle ranchers did to survive economically:  three strategies


G.
African-American cowboys

VIII. The Farmers’ Frontier


A.  Importance of Homestead Act of l862


B.  How the Homestead Act broke away from previous U.S. land policy


C.  Who most westerners bought land from


D.  Reasons why the Homestead Act was somewhat of a hoax


E.   How people adapted to farming in the West



1.  Biggest problem in Kansas/Colorado/Montana—how this was “solved,” but why it created problems later



2.  Choice of crops

3.  Importance of Joseph Glidden’s development



4.  The biggest and most important engineering accomplishment in the West

IX.
The Far West Comes of Age


A.  Period of greatest growth in the West


B.  Last time U.S. government made public land available on a large scale:  When? Where?  (If you saw the film



“Far and Away,” you know something about this land rush.)

X.  The Fading Frontier


A.  Why 1890 is considered an important year in western U.S. history


B.   Importance of the frontier as a symbol in U.S. history


C.   Idea that the frontier served as a “safety valve”—explain idea and its validity


D.  Importance of Frederick Jackson Turner


E.    Five factors that demonstrate the uniqueness of the trans-Mississippi West

XI.  The Farm Becomes a Factory


A.  How farmers had to change


B.  What the Montgomery Ward catalogue demonstrates about the way of life of the western farmer


C.  How agriculture was mechanized—and how this created problems for the farmers

XII.  Deflation Dooms the Debtor


A.  How grain farmers were impacted by what was happened in the rest of the world


B.  What the two major problems of farmers were in the 1880s and 1890s


C.  Why the farm machinery actually made the farmers’ problems worse


D.  Why farmers were losing their farms—who they blamed

XIII. Unhappy Farmers

A.  How Mother Nature was adding to farmers’ troubles


B.  How the government was creating problems for farmers 


C.  How the corporations and processors were creating problems for farmers


D.  How the railroad was adding to farmers’ woes


E.   How the farmers themselves were creating problems for themselves

XIV. The Farmers Take Their Stand


A.  What the Greenback Labor Party wanted


B.  The National Grange:  leader, how they tried to solve their economic problems


C.  Granger Laws sought to control what?

XV. Prelude to Populism


A.  Farmers’ Alliance:  Goals/reasons why they failed


B.  Populist Party (People’s Party):  goals


C.  Importance of pamphlet, Coin’s Financial School by William Harvey—what he supported


D.  Importance of Mary Elizabeth Lease


E.   By 1892, how were the Populists showing some degree of success

XVI.  Coxey’s Army and the Pullman Strike


A.  What Coxey and his marchers (1894) wanted and how the march to D.C. was disbanded


B.  Importance of Eugene Debs


C.  Why workers went on strike against the Pullman Palace Car Company


D.  Immediate effect of the Pullman Strike


E.   Role of American Federation of Labor in the Pullman Strike


F.   How the U.S. government handled the Pullman Strike and their justification 


G.  Why the common people saw signs of an alliance between big business and government

XVII. Golden McKinley and Silver Bryan


A.  Importance of Mark Hanna in the election of 1896—his candidate, his goals/policy, his party


B.  Why Cleveland (Democrat) had little chance of being re-elected in 1896


C.  Why William Jennings Bryan was able to win the Democratic nomination


D.  Importance of William Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” speech—what he basically said


E.   Role of Populist party in this election

XVIII.  Class Conflict:  Plowholders Versus Bondholders


A.  What Hannah did to make sure his candidate, McKinley, would win—financial factor, psychological factor


B.   Areas where McKinley did well; areas where Bryan did well


C.  What this election demonstrated about the future of presidential politics and elections 


D.  Effect of this election on party dominance and voter participation

XIX.  Republican Stand-pattism Enthroned


A.   Effect of McKinley’s election on corporate America


B.  What happened to tariffs under McKinley


C.  How farmers got some degree of inflation

XX. Varying Viewpoints: Was the West really won?

A. Frederick Jackson Turner’s thesis on the West and its important role in U.S. history

B. How and why the “new western” historians disagree with Turner’s thesis
