
 

 

Chapter 29: The Search for Order in an Era of Limits   Name ______________________________ 

1973-1980 (Pages 936-967)              Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 

 

I. An Era of Limits 

A. The economic climate of the 1970s – discuss 

− The worst economic decade of the postwar period due to inflation brought on in part by military 

spending on the Vietnam War and made worse by the energy crisis when the U.S. faced an oil 

embargo from the Middle East. 

 

B. Energy Crisis – discuss U.S. relationship to oil; define Organization of Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) 

− Modern economies were heavily dependent on oil; the U.S. went from being the leading exporter 

of oil in the world to being heavily dependent on cheap foreign imports; this weakness emerged 

very clearly during the oil embargo. 

− A cartel formed in 1960 by the Persian Gulf states and other oil-rich developing countries, which 

allowed its members to exert greater control over the price of oil. 

 

C. Environmentalism – define energy crisis, discuss consequences in U.S.; define environmentalism 

− A period of fuel shortages in the U.S. after the Arab states in the OPEC countries declared an oil 

embargo in October 1973. People struggled to get gasoline, gas prices jumped, a speed limit of 55 

was set to conserve fuel, fuel-efficient foreign cars were imported which hit the auto industry hard; 

prices of basic necessities rose as well. 

− Activist movement begun in the 1960s concerned with protecting the environment through 

activities such as conservation, pollution control measures, and public awareness campaigns. 

 

D. Define – Silent Spring and Earth Day 

− Book published in 1962 by biologist Rachel Carson. Its analysis of the pesticide DDT's toxic 

impact on the human and natural food chains galvanized environmental activists. 

− An annual event honoring the environment that was first celebrated on April 22, 1970, when 20 

million citizens gathered in communities across the country to express their support for a cleaner, 

healthier planet. 

 

E. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – define 

− Federal agency created by Congress and President Nixon in 1970 to enforce environmental laws, 

conduct environmental research, and reduce human health and environmental risks from 

pollutants. 
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F. Nuclear Power – early attitudes; define Three Mile Island and discuss consequences 

− Americans were optimistic about nuclear power at first, many plants operated and many more were 

planned. The oil embargo and desire for clean energy made nuclear power quite attractive. 

Environmentalists warned of the slow but catastrophic effects of dumping radioactive waste and 

risks of reactor meltdowns. 

− A nuclear plant near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where a reactor core came close to meltdown in 

March 1979; environmentalists had their fears confirmed even though the plant was saved by 

shutting down. The event negatively tainted nuclear power and no new plants were authorized. 

 

G. Economic Transformation – define stagflation, effects on the population 

− An economic term coined in the 1970s to describe the condition in which inflation and 

unemployment rise at the same time. Between 1973 and 1982 discretionary income per worker 

dropped 18%. 

 

H. Define – Deindustrialization and Rust Belt 

− The dismantling of manufacturing, especially in the auto, steel, and consumer-goods industries, in 

the decades after WWII, representing a reversal of the process of industrialization that had 

dominated the American economy from the 1870s through the 1940s. 

− The once heavily industrialized regions of the Northeast and Midwest that went into decline after 

deindustrialization. By the 1970s and 1980s, these regions were full of abandoned plants and 

distressed communities. 

 

I. Urban Crisis and Suburban Revolt – define tax revolt and Proposition 13 

− A movement to lower or eliminate taxes. CA's Prop 13 was the result of one such revolt, inspiring 

similar movements across the country. 

− A measure passed overwhelmingly by Californians to roll back property taxes, cap future increases 

for present owners, and require that all tax measures have a 2/3 majority in the legislature; it 

inspired "tax revolts" across the country and helped conservatives define an enduring issue: low 

taxes. 

 

II. Politics in Flux, 1973-1980 

A. Watergate – define 

− Term referring to the 1972 break-in at the Democratic Party headquarters in Washington D.C., by 

men working for President Nixon's reelection campaign, along with Nixon's efforts to cover it up. 

This scandal led to Nixon's resignation. 
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B. Watergate and the Fall of a President – define and state reason for: War Powers Act,  Freedom of 

Information Act,  Ethics in Government Act 

− A 1973 law that reined in the president's ability to deploy U.S. forces without congressional 

approval. It was passed as a series of laws to fight abuses of the Nixon administration. 

− Passed in the wake of the Watergate scandal, the 1974 act gave citizens access to federal records. 

− Passed after Watergate, the 1978 act forced political candidates to disclose financial contributions 

and limited the lobbying activities of former elected officials. 

− All were passed in an effort to have more transparency in government to avoid abuse of power. 

 

C. Jimmy Carter: The Outsider as President – discuss the pros and cons of Carter's status as 

"Washington Outsider" 

− The public's disillusion with politics after the Watergate scandal made them suspect of anyone 

from Washington; plus Carter portrayed a down-to-earth image by walking to the White House 

after his inauguration and delivering fireside chats in a cardigan; being a born-again Christian 

played in his favor as he could claim to bring morality back to Washington. However he was 

inexperienced and alienated/had trouble dealing with congressional leaders, plus he was a 

micromanager which left him stressing over details better left to his aides. 

 

D. Deregulation – define; discuss "MEOW" 

− The lifting by President Carter of the New Deal-era regulation of various American industries. 

This began with Carter's deregulation of the airline, trucking, and railroad industries and expanded 

under President Reagan in the 1980s to include cutting back on government protection of 

consumers, workers, and the environment. 

− MEOW was shorthand for "Moral Equivalent of War" used by the media to discuss Carter's 

position concerning the energy crisis and energy conservation. He advocated energy conservation 

efforts as MEOW. 

 

III. Reform and Reaction in the 1970s 

A. Civil Rights in a New Era – define affirmative action, and Bakke v. University of California 

− Policies established in the 1960s and 1970s by governments, businesses, universities, and other 

institutions to overcome the effects of past discrimination against specific groups such as racial 

and ethnic minorities and women. 

− 1978 Supreme Court Case that limited affirmative action by rejecting a quota system. 

 

B. The Women's Movement and Gay Rights – define Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), and STOP 

ERA 

− Constitutional amendment passed by Congress in 1972 that would require equal treatment of men 

and women under federal and state law. The ERA was defeated as time ran out for state ratification 

in 1982. 

− An organization founded by Phyllis Shlafly in 1972 to fight the ERA. 
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C. Roe v. Wade – define 

− The 1973 Supreme Court ruling that the Constitution protects the right to abortion, which states 

cannot prohibit in the early stages of pregnancy. 

 

D. Harvey Milk – discuss who he was, what he represented, what happened to him 

− Milk had been a NY businessman that moved to San Francisco in 1972 and became involved in 

city politics. He ran as an openly gay man, mobilizing the "gay vote" to win a supervisor seat in 

1977; he represented hope for gay and lesbian political power. When he was assassinated in 1978 

and his murderer was convicted of manslaughter rather than murder five thousand gays and 

lesbians marched on SF city hall in protest. 

 

IV. The American Family on Trail 

A. Working Families in the Age of Deindustrialization – discuss major changes affecting families 

(wages, women) 

− Inflation in the 1970s saw real wages stagnate or decline, forcing more women into the workforce 

in order to have enough money to support a family. Traditional roles of man as breadwinner and 

woman as homemaker were challenged and overturned as more families required two incomes. 

Divorce rates climbed and many children were raised in single-parent households. Women began 

gaining access to better professional opportunities over time. 

 

B. Navigating the Sexual Revolution – discuss three developments that affected attitudes towards sex 

− The sexual revolution was affected by: the introduction of the birth control pill, the rise of the 

counterculture, and the influence of feminism. The pill gave women greater control over their 

bodies and allowed them to explore their own sexuality more freely. The counterculture embraced 

a greater sense of freedom in regard to sex and thereby challenged the "puritanical" views of the 

older generation. Feminists called not only for a change in sexual behaviors (many thought the 

sexual revolution was by and for men) but in sexual values in order to stop women being seen as 

sex objects and allow them the same freedom to explore their sexuality. 

 

C. Religion in the 1970s: The Fourth Great Awakening – define evangelicalism; discuss two main 

reasons that sparked the evangelical revival  

− The trend in Protestant Christianity stressing salvation through conversation, repentance of sin, and 

adherence to Scripture; it also stresses the importance of preaching over ritual. 

− The rising divorce rates, social unrest, and challenges to prevailing values led people to seek 

stability in faith. In addition, many Americans saw the rise of feminism, the counterculture, sexual 

freedom, homosexuality, pornography, and legalized abortion as a collective sign of society's 

moral decay and looked to religion for a solution. 


