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I.  Stowe and Helper:  Literary Incendiaries


A.  Importance of Harriet Beecher Stowe/impact on society/accuracy of her book


B.  Importance of Hinton Helper/message of his book/impact on society

II.  The North-South Contest for Kansas


A.  Why popular sovereignty didn’t work in Kansas


B.   New England Emigrant Aid Society


C.  Henry Ward Beecher and Beecher’s Bibles


D.  Why slaves were not being taken into Kansas


E.  Why there were two territorial governments in Kansas


F.  Violence at Lawrence

III.  Kansas in Convulsion


A.  Importance of John Brown/Pottawatomie Creek (1856)—actions of Brown and his followers


B.  Lecompton Constitution—what it was/who wrote it/how it was pretty “tricky”



1.  President James Buchanan’s stand on the Lecompton Constitution



2.  Senator Stephen Douglas’s stand on the Lecompton Constitution



3.  What happened to the Lecompton Constitution


C.  The result of the Buchanan/Douglas split over the Lecompton Constitution

IV.  “Bully” Brooks and His Bludgeon


A.  Dispute between Senator Charles Sumner and Congressman Preston S. Brooks


1.  cause of dispute


    

2.  what they did




B.  What the Sumner/Brooks conflict demonstrates about this time period

V.  “Old Buck” Versus” “The Pathfinder”


A.  Democratic candidate for President in 1856—why the party chose him


B.  Republican candidate for President in 1856—why the party chose him


C.  A third party:  The American Party (or Know-Nothing party):  What this party stood for

VI.  The Electoral Fruits of 1856


A.  Why the Republican candidate, Fremont, lost the election of 1856


B.  Why your textbook says it was a “good thing” that he lost

VII.  The Dred Scott Bombshell


A.  What was the Dred Scott case in the Supreme Court?


B.   What was the Supreme Court decision and the reasoning behind the decision?


C.   What was the impact of this case on Southern feeling?  What was the impact on Northern feeling?

VIII. The Financial Crash of 1857

A.  Cause of the crash


B.  What region was hurt the most and what region was hurt the least?


C.  What two demands did the North make due to the Panic of 1857?

IX.  The Illinois Rail-Splitter Emerges


A.  Stephen Douglas versus Abraham Lincoln:  what office were they competing for?


B.  Lincoln’s previous political experience/positions

X.  The Great Debate:  Lincoln Versus Douglas

A.  Freeport, Illinois debate:  What question did Lincoln ask Douglas?  How did Douglas reply?


B.  Douglas won election, but how did Lincoln benefit from the debates?  How did the 

             debates hurt Douglas in the long-run?

XI  John Brown:  Murderer or Martyr?


A.  John Brown’s plan at Harpers Ferry, Virginia


B.  Why his plan didn’t work


C.  His trial:  result 


D.  Long term impact of Harpers Ferry on Southern and Northern feeling

XII.  The Disruption of the Democrats


A.  Why southern Democrats opposed Stephen Douglas


B.  Southern Democratic Party’s candidate in election of 1860—his stand on slavery?


C.  Northern Democratic Party’s candidate in election of 1860—his stand on slavery?


D.  Constitutional Union party—candidate in election of 1860—his stand on slavery?

XIII. A Rail-Splitter Splits the Union:  Election of 1860

A.  Republican candidate for president in the election of 1860—his stand on slavery?


B.  How the Republican Party appealed to:  free-soilers, northern manufacturers, immigrants,



Northwest, West, farmers

XIV. The Electoral Upheaval of 1860

A.  How was Lincoln a “minority” president and a “sectional” president?


B.  What was the major reason why the Democrats did not win the election of 1860?


C   How the South still had some control over the federal government even though they lost the

             presidential election of 1860.

XV.  The Secessionist Exodus


A.  First state to secede from the union/others that followed


B.  Confederate States of America:  president


C.  Buchanan’s actions regarding secession during his “lame duck” period before Lincoln took office. 

              Why did he take this sort of approach?

XVI.  The Collapse of Compromise


A.  Crittenden amendments to the Constitution—purpose and what the amendments proposed


B.  Why Lincoln would not accept the Crittenden amendments

XVII.  Farewell to Union


A.  Basic factors that led the South to secede


B.  Reasons why many southerners favored secession/review factors having nothing to do with slavery


C.  The parallel between the Revolution and the Civil War as seen by the South

XVIII. Varying Viewpoints: The Civil War – Repressible or Irrepressible?


Analyze the various interpretations of whether or not the Civil War could have been avoided.


A. National school of interpretation


B. Interpretation that the Civil War was avoidable


C. Neonational view


D. “Free labor” ideology


E. Party politics view


F. Ethnocultural interpretation

