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I.  
Introduction


A.  How the land gained from the Mexican War caused conflict in the U.S.


B.  The Wilmot Proviso:  Its purpose; why it wasn’t passed in Senate

II.
The Popular Sovereignty Panacea


A.  Democratic candidate for president in 1848



1.  What the party’s stand was on slavery



2.  What the candidate’s stand was on slavery


B.  Why many people liked the idea of popular sovereignty/what its flaw was

III.
Political Triumphs for General Taylor


A.  Whig candidate for president in 1848



1.  Why he was so popular



2.  What the party’s stand was on slavery/what the candidate’s stand was on slavery


B.  Organization of a third party:  Free Soil Party


1.  The party’s stand on:  slavery, internal improvements, free land for homesteads



2.  “Conscience Whigs” who joined Free Soil Party –what they stood for



3.  Free Soil party’s candidate for president in election of 1848


C.  Election results/textbook analysis of why this candidate won

IV.  “Californy Gold”


A.  Gold Rush miners in California: What people really made the most money during the Gold Rush


B.  How California’s application for statehood was unique

V.  Sectional Balance and the Underground Railroad

A.  Factors that show that the South was well represented in the U.S. federal government


B.  Why the South was so worried about the admission of California to the U.S.


C.  Why Texas and the New Mexico territory were having a conflict; what the U.S. government was 



doing about it


D.  Why the District of Columbia was becoming an issue 


E.  Underground Railroad:  what it was



1.  Importance of Harriet Tubman


2.  What the South demanded as a result of the Underground Railroad



3.  Number of runaways:  small?  large?  How did most slaves gain their freedom?

VI.  Twilight of the Senatorial Giants


A.  Henry Clay’s view on how to settle the crisis (state that he represented)


B.  John C. Calhoun’s view on how to settle the crisis (state that he represented)


C.  Daniel Webster’s Seventh of March Speech


1)  Why he urged compromise and concession



2)  Why he thought it wasn’t necessary to make laws against slavery in the land won from Mexico



3)  The most important effect of his Seventh of March Speech



4)  What people in the North were relieved by the Senators agreeing to compromise/why?



5)  What people in the North were angry with the Senators for agreeing to compromise/why?

VII.  Deadlock and Danger on Capitol Hill


A.  The Young Guard—who they were



1.  What one member of the Young Guard, William Seward, had to say about compromising



2.  The reasoning behind his statement that it wasn’t necessary to follow the Constitution in


             protecting southern slave owner property rights.


B.  What President Taylor thought about compromise and what he thought about the Texas/New



Mexico land dispute

VIII.  Breaking the Congressional Logjam


A.  How President Taylor helped concession and compromise


B.  Millard Fillmore’s role in this conflict

IX.  Balancing the Compromise Scales:  The Five Parts of the Compromise of 1850

A.  How was the California issue settled?  free or slave state


B.  How was the Texas/New Mexico land dispute settled?


C.  How was the problem with runaway slaves settled?


D.  How was the desire to abolish slavery in the nation’s capital settled?


E.   How was the issue of the Utah and New Mexico territories settled?


F.  
What as the only real “gain” of the South in the Compromise of 1850?  Why wasn’t this gain 



realized?

X.  Defeat and Doom for the Whigs

A.  Democratic candidate for President in 1852:  who he was and what was unusual about him



--why he appealed to both Northerners and Southerners


B.   Whig candidate for President in 1852:  who he was and why the Whig Party chose him



--the party’s stand on the Compromise of 1850 


C.  Why the Whig candidate for President lost the election


D.  Why the end of the Whig party was so disastrous to the nation and what the major 

              contribution of this party was

XI. Expansionist Stirrings South of the Border

A. Britain and the conflict over Nicaragua



1. Why?



2. Clayton-Bulwer Treaty

B. William Walker’s role in Nicaragua and what happened


C. Desire of the U.S. to take over Cuba



1. Reasons for interest in Cuba



2. Filibustering expeditions to Cuba: Explain what they were and what their effect in the U.S. was



3. Ostend Manifesto



     a. What it was



     b. Why it failed/outcome

XII. The Allure of Asia

A. Importance of Caleb Cushing and the Treaty of Wanghia



1. Terms of the Treaty



2. Effects of the Treaty


B.  Importance of Commodore Matthew C. Perry and the Treaty of Kanagawa (1854)
XIII. Pacific Railroad Promoters and the Gadsden Purchase

A.  Why a transcontinental railroad was a necessity


B.   North-South conflict over the building of the railroad—why?


C.   Gadsden Purchase:  What was it?  What was the motive behind it?


D.   Reasons the South gave for building the railroad in the South

XIV.  Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Scheme


A.  Reasons why Stephen Douglas wanted the railroad to be built in the North—through Chicago


B.  Kansas-Nebraska Act—what were the provisions of this act?


C.  What angered the northerners most about the Kansas-Nebraska Act? 


D.  Analyze Stephen Douglas’s attitude toward slavery
XV.  Congress Legislates a Civil War


A.  Negative effects of the Kansas-Nebraska Act


B.  The most lasting effect of the Kansas-Nebraska Act and why this had such great impact

