
Oral History Assignment  
 
Choose two oral histories from this page: http://www.huskyhistory.com/wwii-oral-histories.html. 
Choose one war service story and one home front story.  As you read, answer the questions below. They will not be 
in order; they will come throughout the interview.  Type up your answers in proper written format in a Word Doc. 
Name your document in this manner: “LastName_FirstName_Per.#_WWII_Oral_History”  
(ex.: Sutton_Heidi_Per.1_WWII_Oral_History).  This assignment will be due at the end of the WWII unit. 
 
Veteran questions: 
 
  1. Name and rank of the veteran.  
  2. Link to where you read the oral history. 
  3. Background or cultural history of interest. (Where was the person from originally, what was life like  
      growing up, what kinds of situations did they encounter where they were stationed, was there racial  
      tension before, during, or after their service?) 
  4. War(s) or time period in which the veteran served 
  5. Branch and unit of the military he/she served in 
  6. What was his/her specific job(s) in the service? 
  7. Where was he/she sent (state/country/island; name of base)?   
  8. Names of battles if they had names; names/types of ships served on, types of planes/helicopters flown;   
      tanks/jeeps/other equipment used. 
  9. What made the person join the military?  If he was drafted, how did he feel about it (if mentioned)? 
10. What was boot camp/training like?   
11. What was his/her daily experience like while serving?  What were the routine things? What was out of  
      the ordinary?  Under what conditions did the person have to serve? (weather, bombardments, etc) 
12. What situations or events seem to really stand out in his/her memory about his/her service? 
13. How did he/she communicate with family and friends back home?   
      What was it like having to be away from them for so long?  What was it like coming back home  
      again? 
 
 
Home front (war work, Red Cross, USO, or support services, etc.) questions: 
 
  1. Name of the interviewee 
  2. Link to the interview. 
  3. Background or cultural history (where was the person from originally, what was life like  
      growing up, what kinds of situations did they encounter where they were living or working, was there  
      racial tension where they were living?) 
  4. Time period in which the person was working/serving 
  5. Place of work/type of work done during this time (name of company; organization worked for) 
  6. Specific job(s) done (ex. riveting, welding, etc., get details) 
  7. Location of job (city, state, country) 
  8. Details of work (i.e., what kind of tanks, ships, planes he/she built, etc.) 
  9. What made this person decide to get that kind of job or join that organization?   
10. What kind of training did the person need to be able to do this job or work for this organization? 
11. What kinds of conditions did the person work under? (ex., stressful; friendly, difficult, racial tension) 
12. What situations or events seem to stand out in this person’s memory about their work or that time  
       period? 
13. Did this person have someone they cared about who was overseas? What do they say about that? 
14. Home front conditions: what does this person say about rationing, blackouts, or air raid drills?  Or  
      other things that might happen on the home front.  
 


