Oral Histories: Pearl Harbor Survivor


Name ______________________________

Questions for Jack R. Hammett, USN



        Per. ___ Date ______ Row ___

  1. Using the cover page, explain what Jack Hammett’s branch of service and specialty were:

Reading Jack’s story, answer the other questions.
  2. How did Jack find out about the Pearl Harbor attack?  Where was he living at the time?
  3. How did Jack get to the hospital to go on duty?
  4. What job did Jack do at the hospital on the day of the Pearl Harbor attack?

  5. Describe some of the details of the work Jack did that day:

  6. What was going on outside while Jack did his work?  How did that make him feel?

  7. What was the worst part, according to Jack?  Describe what Jack had to deal with there:
  8. How often did Jack get to go home for a rest?  What happened the first time he went?
  9. What regulations were enforced during this time?

10. What concerns did Jack’s wife and the other Navy wives have at the time?  What did they do about it?

11. What problem did Jack’s wife have regarding food?  How did she solve that issue?

12. Who else helped out at the navy hospital? What jobs did they do?

From Mary Jo Hammett’s story (Jack’s wife):
13. How old was Mary Jo when she married Jack?  Describe their life in Honolulu, Hawaii:

14. Why did Mary Jo need to get a job? Describe what job she got and how she went about it:

15. What did Mary Jo remember seeing on the morning of the Pearl Harbor attack?

16. What concerns did Mary Jo have after Jack went down to the base?

17. Why did Mary Jo consider cutting her hair?  
18. What did some women do after the attack?  How did Mary Jo feel about that?

19. What happened to Mary Jo’s job after the attack?

20. Why do you think “oriental” people (Asian-Americans) wore signs saying “Me Chinese”?

21. What event caused Jack to send Mary Jo back to the mainland?

22. Describe Mary Jo’s experiences on the transport back to the west coast of California:

23. How was Mary Jo treated when she arrived in San Francisco?

24. List and describe what Mary Jo did once she got back home to San Pedro, California:
When you finish these questions, return to the main WWII Oral Histories page:

http://www.huskyhistory.com/wwii-oral-histories-2.html
