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I. The American Industrial Revolution 

A.  Industrial Revolution – define, impact, factors that aided its success, US advantage 

− A burst of major inventions and economic expansion that took place in certain industries, such as 

cotton textiles and iron, between 1790-1860; made luxury items cheaper and part of everyday life; 

rapid construction of turnpikes, canals, railroads allowed goods to be distributed nationwide; US 

had lots of natural resources 

 

B. Division of labor – define, how it compares to previous system, consequences 

− A system of manufacture that divides production into a series of distinct and repetitive tasks 

performed by machines or workers; before an artisan would oversee and complete the entire 

production of a good, now workers had their own tasks and were placed under one roof in a 

factory; artisans were put out of work, efficiency of system increased output, cut product cost but 

eroded worker's wages and independence. 

 

C. Mineral-based-economy – define, new technology employed 

− An economy based on coal and metal that emerged in the 1830s, as manufacturers increasingly ran 

their machinery with coal-burning stationary steam-engines rather than with water power. 

 

D. Mechanics – define, connection to British textile industry 

− A term used in the 19th century to refer to a skilled craftsman and inventor who built and 

improved machinery and machine tools for industry; as the US advanced in manufacturing the 

British feared it would surpass their own, to protect their (British) own textile industry they 

prohibited the export of textile machinery and the emigration of mechanics but mechanics posed as 

laborers to get to the US in hopes of higher wages. 

 

E. American and British Advantages – compare, role of US government 

− The British had a larger population and therefore lots of cheap labor, they benefited from cheap 

transatlantic shipping cost and low interest rates so they could import cheap raw materials (like 

cotton), manufacture it, and sell it to the US for a bargain price; US entrepreneurs tried to combat 

these advantages by relying on tariff bills passed by the government that taxed imported cotton and 

woolen cloth. 

 

F. Better Machines, Cheaper Labor – how Americans competed with British industry, what drove US 

advances 

− They improved British technology (copied and improved existing British machines and systems) 

and tapped into cheaper labor (recruited young women from farms); American ingenuity drove the 

advancement of technology 
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G. Waltham-Lowell System – define, effect on women 

− A system of labor using young women from farm families to work in factories in Lowell, 

Chicopee, and other sites in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. The women lived in company 

boardinghouses with strict rules and curfews and were required to attend church; women earned 

more money than on a farm, had better living conditions, and had more independence/sense of 

freedom. 

 

H. Machine tools – define, Eli Whitney 

− Cutting, boring, and drilling machines used to produce standardized metal parts, which were then 

assembled into products such as textile looms and sewing machines; Whitney was a key innovator 

and patented the cotton gin which made removing the cotton boll from the delicate fibers much 

quicker, later manufactured military weapons that won him fame and fortune. 

 

I. Artisan republicanism– define 

− An ideology that celebrated small-scale producers, men and women who owned their own shops or 

farms. It defined the ideal republican society as one constituted by, and dedicated to the welfare of, 

independent workers and citizens. 

 

J. Unions– define, significance of National Trades Union 

− Organizations of workers that began during the Industrial Revolution to bargain with employers 

over wages, hours and benefits; National Trades Union was first regional Union of different trades, 

founded in 1834. 

 

K. Labor theory of value – define, women's involvement and consequences 

− The belief that human labor produces economic value. Adherents argued that the price of a good 

should be determined not by the market (supply and demand) but by the amount of work required 

to make it, and that most of the price should be paid to the person who actually produced it 

− Women were active in fighting for higher wages; when they refused to enter the mills due to 

reduced wages and stricter rules, impoverished Irish and later French Canadian women took their 

places. 

 

II. The Market Revolution 

A.  Market Revolution – define, consequences 

− The dramatic increase between 1820 and 1850 in the exchange of goods and services in market 

transactions; it reflected the increased output of farms and factories, the entrepreneurial activities 

of traders and merchants, and the creation of transportation network of roads, canals, and railroads; 

the Midwest boasted a rich agricultural economy and an industrializing society similar to the NE. 
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B. Erie Canal – define, consequences 

− A 346-mile waterway connecting the Hudson River and Lake Erie; it brought prosperity to the 

entire Great Lakes region, and its benefits prompted civic and business leaders to propose 

waterways of their own; expanded markets to the west and got them there quicker; towns sprang 

up along the waterway and changed ecology of entire region: millions of trees were felled for 

wood and to open land for grazing/crops; brought great prosperity and encouraged canal boom. 

 

C. Railroads – significance 

− Joined canals as the core of the national transport system; by 1860 they became the main carriers 

of wheat and freight from the Midwest to the Northeast. 

 

III. New Social Classes and Cultures 

A.  The Business Elite – effects of industrialization on social classes, tariffs/taxes 

− The agrarian social order prior to the Industrial Rev. was shattered, splitting society into distinct 

classes/cultures based on wealth accumulation; the merchants, manufacturers, bankers, and 

landlords made up the business elite; government raised revenue from tariffs on imported goods, 

there were no taxes on individual or corporate income. 

 

B. Middle class – define, significance, distinguishing features, key to success 

− An economic group of prosperous farmers, artisans, and traders that emerged in the early 19th 

century; its rise reflected a dramatic rise in prosperity, and this surge in income, along with an 

abundance of inexpensive mass-produced goods, fostered a distinct middle-class urban culture that 

accumulated goods and servants and had a sense of moral and mental discipline, they promoted 

schooling and stressed discipline and hard work as way to success (secular application of the 

Protestant work ethic). 

 

C. Self-made man – define, who it is linked to, significance 

− A 19th century ideal; an ideology that celebrated men who rose to wealth or social prominence 

from humble origins though self-discipline, hard work, and temperate habits; linked to Ben 

Franklin; became a central theme of American pop culture. 

 

D. Urban Workers and the Poor – conditions of the poorer classes 

− Wages were low and work was grueling/dangerous; most families had to send young children to 

work to try and earn enough for food; living conditions were dire-- overcrowded, filthy, unhealthy; 

wage earners turned to drink which resulted in fights that the urban police couldn't contain. 

 

E. Benevolent Empire – define, issues it targeted 

− A broad ranging campaign of moral and institutional reforms inspired by Evangelical Christian 

ideals and endorsed by upper-middle-class men and women in the 1820s and 1830s; targeted 

drunkenness, adultery, prostitution, and crime. 
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F. Sabbatarian values – define, opposition 

− Effort to preserve the Sabbath as a holy day; reformers believed that declining observance of the 

Sabbath was the greatest threat to religion in the US; workers wanted the freedom to spend their 

day of leisure as they wished, which would be hampered if businesses were closed on Sundays. 

 

G. Moral free agent – define, Charles Grandison Finney, opposition 

− The doctrine of free will; the central message of Presbyterian minister Charles Grandison Finney 

that was particularly attractive to the new members of the middle class who accepted personal 

responsibility for their lives; opposed by skilled craftsmen and poor people who needed higher 

wages, not sermons, and Irish Catholics who saw Protestants as religious heretics and political 

oppressors. 

 

H. American Temperance Society – define, consequences 

− A society taken over by evangelical Protestants in 1832 that set out to curb the consumption of 

alcoholic beverages; annual consumption of alcohol dropped from 5 gallons per person in 1830 to 

2 gallons in 1845. 

 

I. Immigration and Cultural Conflict – who came to the US and where they settled, Catholicism 

− Between 1840-1860 2 million Irish immigrants, 1.5 million German and 750,000 Britons came to 

the US; the Irish fled famine and were the poorest, they settled in the cities of New England and 

New York; Germans were better off, came from moneyed farming or artisan families and settled 

into Midwest with the poorer ones staying in the Northeast. Most Irish and German immigrants 

were Catholics and boosted the growth of the American Catholic Church. 

 

J. Nativist movement – define, fears, consequences 

− Response to increased immigration; anti-foreign sentiment that fueled anti-immigrant and 

immigration-restriction policies against the Irish and Germans in the 1840s and 1850s; feared the 

rise of Catholicism would threaten Republican/Protestant values; society became divided by class, 

ethnicity, and religion. 


