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I. Liberalism at High Tide 
A. Great Society – define 
− President Lyndon B. Johnson's domestic program, which included civil rights legislation, anti-

poverty programs, government subsidy of medical care, federal aid to education, consumer 
protection, and aid to the arts and humanities. Johnson saw it as a New Deal for a new era. 

 
B. Lyndon B. Johnson and the Great Society – define Economic Opportunity Act (1964); discuss Head 
Start, The Jobs Corps and Upward Bound, and VISTA 
− 1974 act that created a series of programs aimed at alleviating poverty and spurring economic 

growth in impoverished areas. 

− HS provided free nursery schools to prepare disadvantaged preschoolers for kindergarten; TJC and 
UB provided young people with training and employment; volunteers at VISTA (modeled on 
Peace Corps) offered technical assistance to urban and rural poor. 

 

C. The 1964 Election – discuss the outcome 
− President Johnson won by a landslide (in part by using Kennedy's legacy as leverage); his victory 

gave him a mandate to fulfill his political programs and gave him a congressional majority that 
rivaled FDR's in 1935. 

 

D. Medicare and Medicaid – define 
− Health plan for the elderly passed in 1965 and funded by a surcharge on Social Security payroll 

taxes; Health plan for the poor passed in 1965 and paid for by general tax revenues and 
administered by the states. 

 
E. Immigration act of 1965 – discuss 

− Policy that replaced the quota systems of the 1920s which favored certain nations (Northern 
Europeans) with a nondiscriminatory numerical limit; especially benefitted Latino and Asian 
immigrants and led to a steady influx of people from those regions. 

 
F. Assessing the Great Society – discuss lasting consequences and shortcomings 

− Medicare and Medicaid were the most enduring programs, the proportion of people below the 
poverty line dropped 7%, the black poverty rate fell by half, however entrenched poverty 
remained, racial segregation in cities worsened, and the distribution of wealth remained skewed. 
 

G. Rebirth of the Women's Movement – define Equal Pay Act (1963) and The Feminine Mystique 
− 1963 law that established the principle of equal pay for equal work; influential book written in 

1963 by Betty Friedman critiquing the ideal whereby women were encouraged to confine 
themselves to roles within the domestic sphere. 
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H. Presidential Commission on the Status of Women – define; big breakthrough 
− Commission appointed by President Kennedy in 1961, which issued s 1963 report documenting 

job and educational discrimination; Congress added the word "sex" to the categories protected 
against discrimination in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, giving women a powerful legal tool to use. 

 
I. National Organization for Women (NOW) – define 

− Women's civil rights organization formed in 1966. Initially, NOW focused on eliminating gender 
discrimination in public institutions and the workplace, but by the 1970s it also embraced many of 
the issues raised by more radical feminists. 

 

II. The Vietnam War Begins 
A. Escalation under Johnson – define Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and Operation Rolling Thunder 
− Resolution passed by Congress in 1964 in the wake of a naval confrontation in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

It gave the president virtually unlimited authority in conducting the Vietnam War. The Senate 
terminated the resolution in 1971 following outrage over the U.S. invasion of Cambodia. 

− Massive bombing campaign against N. Vietnam authorized by Pres. Johnson in 1965; against 
expectations, it ended up hardening the will of the N. Vietnamese to continue fighting. 

 
B. Public Opinion and the War – discuss economic consequences of the war 

− The war placed a heavy burden on the taxpayer because of deployed troops and massive bombings; 
in 1967 the war cost $27 billion. Military spending set in motion an inflationary spiral that would 
plague the U.S. economy throughout the 1970s. 

 
C. Rise of the Student Movement– define Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) and Port Huron 
Statement 
− Organization for social change founded by college students in 1960. 

− 1962 manifesto by SDS expressing disillusionment with the nation's consumer culture and the gulf 
between rich and poor, and a rejection of Cold War foreign policy, including the war in Vietnam. 

 
D. New Left – define; discuss events at Berkley in 1964 

− Term adopted by radical students of the 1960s and 1970s to refer to their activist movement and to 
distinguish themselves from the Old Left (communists and socialists of the 1930-1940s) who 
tended to focus on labor issues rather than cultural issues. 

− Students founded the Free Speech Movement and organized sit-ins in the admin buildings at 
Berkley after administrators banned students from conducting political activity on campus. The 
sentiment spread to other universities, leading to widespread protest of uni policies and finally also 
the Vietnam War. 
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E. Define – Young Americans for Freedom (YAF) and Sharon Statement 
− The largest student political organization in the country; members defended free enterprise and 

supported the war in Vietnam. 
− Drafted by founding members of YAF, this manifesto outlined the group's principles and inspired 

young conservatives who would play important roles in the Reagan administration in the 1980s. 
 

F. Counterculture – define 
− The culture embracing values or lifestyles opposing those of the mainstream culture. Hippies 

became synonymous with 1960s countercultural youth. 
 

III. Days of Rage, 1968-1972 
A. War Abroad, Tragedy at Home – define Tet Offensive; discuss consequences of this at home  
− Major campaign of attacks launched throughout South Vietnam in early 1968 by the North 

Vietnamese and Vietcong. A major turning point in the war, it exposed the credibility gap between 
official statements and the war's reality. 

− Television coverage of this revealed the situation wasn't as stated, many people concluded the war 
was unwinnable, and President Johnson's administration and commitment to War on Poverty was 
undermined. 

 

B. The Antiwar Movement and the 1968 Election – define 1968 Democratic Convention and Chicano 
Moratorium Committee 
− A 1968 Convention held in Chicago during which numerous antiwar demonstrators outside the 

convention hall were tear-gassed and clubbed by police. Inside the hall, the delegates were bitterly 
divided over Vietnam. 

− Group founded by activist Latinos to protest the Vietnam War. 
 

C. Women's Liberation – define; discuss how black and Latina women responded 
− A new brand of feminism in the 1960s, composed primarily of younger college-educated women 

fresh from the New Left, antiwar, and civil rights movements who sought to end the denigration 
and exploitation of women. 

− Black and Latina women were hesitant to break completely with the larger civil rights movements 
they were part of to pursue purely feminist objectives; instead many worked on the larger issues of 
equality before worrying about their status as women. 

 
D. Title IX – define 

− Law passed by Congress in 1972 that broadened the 1964 Civil Rights Act to include educational 
institutions, prohibiting colleges and universities from discriminating on the basis of sex. Title IX 
made women's athletics a real presence on college campuses. 
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E. Stonewall Inn – define 
− A two-day riot by Stonewall Inn patrons after the police raided the gay bar in NY's Greenwich 

Village in 1969; the event contributed to the rapid rise of a gay liberation movement. 
 

IV. Richard Nixon and the Politics of the Silent Majority 
A. Silent majority – define 

− Term derived from the title of a book by Ben J. Wattenberg and Richard Scammon and used by 
President Nixon in a 1969 speech to describe those who supported his positions but did not 
publicly assert their voices, in contrast to those involved in antiwar, civil rights, and women's 
movements. 

 
B. Nixon in Vietnam – define Vietnamization; purpose and response 
− U.S. policy of delegating ground fighting to the S. Vietnamese in the Vietnam War. Done in an 

effort to neutralize criticism at home. Though U.S. troops decreased, the killing continued and 
antiwar protests intensified, especially after invasion of neutral Cambodia where U.S. troops 
destroyed enemy bases. 

 

C. My Lai – define; consequence of the news 
− The 1968 execution by U.S. Army troops of nearly 500 people in the S. Vietnam village of My 

Lai, including a large number of women and children. Outrage over this led to the revelation of 
other war atrocities and some Vietnam Veterans returned their combat medals due to the torment 
they felt stemming from their/the troops' actions. 

 
D. Détente – define 

− The easing of conflict between the U.S. and the Soviet Union during the Nixon Administration, 
which was achieved by focusing on issues of common concern, such as arms control and trade. 

 
E. The Silent Majority Speaks Out – define Warren Court 

− The Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren (1953-1969), which expanded the 
Constitution's promise of equality and civil rights. It issued landmark decisions in the areas of civil 
rights, criminal rights, reproductive freedom, and separation of church and state. 

 
F. Busing – compare segregation in the south and north 

− In the south students were bussed in order to integrate; in the north this was more difficult and 
ultimately northern schools were more racially segregated than southern ones due to 
suburbanization. 


