
 

 

Chapter 25: Cold War America     Name ______________________________ 
1945-1963 (Pages 804-837)             Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 
 

I. Containment and a Divided Global Order 
A. Origins of the Cold War – define Yalta Conference; fate of Germany 
− Meeting in Yalta of President Roosevelt, PM Churchill, and Joseph Stalin in February 1945, in 

which the leaders discussed the treatment of Germany (divided among the four allied powers, with 
Berlin being the same even though it was in the Soviet zone), the status of Poland, the creation of 
the UN, and Russian entry into the war against Japan. 

 

B. United Nations – define; link to League of Nations 
− International body consisting of a General Assembly, in which all nations are represented, and a 

Security Council of the five major allied powers (U.S., Britain, France, China, Soviet Union) and 
seven other nations elected on a rotating basis; meant to replace the failed League of Nations. 

 

C. Potsdam Conference – define; discuss precipitating events for the Cold War 
− July 1945 conference in which American officials convinced Stalin to accept German reparations 

only from the Soviet zone, or far eastern part of Germany; agreement paved the way for the 
division of German into East and West. 

− Stalin had promised democratic elections in Soviet bloc countries but these didn't happen as agreed 
in Yalta, which the U.S. determined to be a precipitating event for the Cold War. 

 

D. The Containment Strategy – define containment; discuss Long Telegram 
− U.S. policy of the Cold War, which sought to contain communism within its existing geographic 

boundaries, initially, the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and North Korea. 
− Telegram written by diplomat George F. Kennan, from his post at the embassy in Moscow, 

warning that the USSR was an "Oriental Despotism" that threatened global stability through 
expansion and that only a united front of all nations could keep it contained. 

 
E. Truman Doctrine – define; purpose (Greece and Turkey) 

− Truman's commitment to "support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed 
minorities or outside pressures;" Greece and Turkey faced potential communist takeover and when 
Britain could no longer support the anticommunists the U.S. stepped in to provide monetary aid in 
order to keep communism at bay and prevent further communist spread in the region. 

 

F. Marshall Plan – define; positive and negative consequences 
− Aid program begun in 1948 to help European economies recover after WWII in an attempt to 

lessen the appeal of Communism among the poor/starving citizens; about $13 billion went to 
Europe and rebuilt industry, lessening appeal of communism, strengthening markets for American 
goods and fostering interdependence between Europe and the U.S.; aid was offered to the Soviets 
as well but conditionally, which Stalin refused (as was expected), leaving it to him to divide 
Europe and making him the "bad guy." 



 

2 

G. Berlin Airlift – what it was/purpose, outcome, significance 
− When Stalin blockaded all traffic to West Berlin (which was supposed to be a capitalist showplace 

deep in soviet territory) Truman and the British delivered food and supplies via plane instead of 
backing down and giving the area over to Stalin. Stalin eventually ceased the blockade. This was 
the closest the U.S. and the USSR came to actual war until the Cuban missile crisis. West Berlin 
became a symbol of resistance to communism. 

 
H. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Warsaw Pact – define 

− Military alliance formed in 1948 among the U.S., Canada, and Western European nations to 
counter any possible Soviet threat. 

− Military alliance established in Eastern Europe in 1955, in order to counter the NATO alliance, 
that included Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and 
the Soviet Union. 

 
I. NSC-68 – define; direct reason for the report 

− Top-secret government report of April 1950 warning that national survival required a massive 
military buildup; Russia had detonated an atomic bomb in 1949. 

 
J. Containment in Asia – discuss events in Japan; discuss events in China 

− Like with Germany, the U.S. rebuilt that country economically in an effort to keep communism 
out; the Japanese welcomed peace and U.S. military protection 
− A civil war raged in China between Mao Zedong and Jiang Jieshi; the U.S. did not wish to 

intervene so it stopped aid to Jiang. To Truman's dismay Mao set up a communist government 
aligned with the USSR in 1949 rather than an independent communist state as existed in 
Yugoslavia. 

 

K. Korean War – what happened; outcome 
− North Korea invaded South Korea in 1950; the U.N. (at Truman's request) authorized police action 

to fight the invasion; the Soviets backed North Korea and couldn't veto the NSC plan since they 
boycotted NATO because the US didn't recognize communist China. The Korean War was highly 
unpopular (in the U.S.) and didn't change anything-- Korea remained divided at the 38th parallel. 

 
II. Cold War Liberalism 

A. Truman and the End of Reform – define Cold War liberalism; discuss labor unions  
− Combination of moderate liberal policies that preserved the programs of the New Deal welfare 

state and anticommunism efforts adopted by Truman and the Democratic Party during the late 
1940s and early 1950s. 

− Organized labor championed Cold War liberalism; unions grew stronger and made aggressive 
demands because of their sacrifices during the war, leading to major strikes in key industries. 
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B. Taft-Hartley Act – define; discuss connection to communists 
− Law passed by Congress in 1947 that overhauled the 1935 National Labor Relations Act, placing 

restrictions on organized labor that made it more difficult for unions to organize  workers; Act 
forced unions to purge communists, which had been some of the most successful labor organizers. 

 
C. Fair Deal – define 

− Domestic policy agenda announced by Truman in 1949. Including civil rights, health care, and 
education reform, the initiative was only partially successful in Congress; main strongpoint was 
the National Housing Act. 

 

D. Red Scare: the Hunt for Communists – define Loyalty-Security Program; intentions, outcome, 
significance 
− 1947 program that permitted officials to investigate any employee of federal government for 

"subversive" activities; was intended to apply to those involved in actions designed to harm the 
U.S. but it was broad enough to affect a much wider group and led to the eventual dismissal of 
many people (incl. gay and lesbian workers) deemed "unfit" for government work; other 
organizations followed suit with their own anti-subversion campaigns. The worry of communism 
abroad shaped life at home, creating a climate of repression and fear. 

 

E. House Un-American Activities Committee – define 
− Congressional committee especially prominent during the early years of the Cold War that 

investigated Americans who might be disloyal to the government or might have associated with 
communists or other radicals. 

 

F. Joseph McCarthy – discuss who he was and what he did 
− Senator from Wisconsin who brought the persecution of Communists to center stage in the 1950s; 

he became chair of the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations and launched an 
aggressive campaign to try and weed out Communists; he targeted mainly Democrats and though 
he didn't identify a single Communist, the case of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and the Smith Act 
convictions gave his charges credence. 

 
G. The Politics of Cold War Liberalism – define "New Look"; discuss "massive retaliation"  
− Defense policy of the Eisenhower administration  that stepped up production of the hydrogen 

bomb and developed long-range bombing capabilities; the Soviets matched the U.S.'s progress in a 
fierce arms race; massive retaliation saw the threat of all-out nuclear was as the best deterrent to 
Soviet aggression. 
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III. Containment in the Postcolonial World 
A. The Cold War and Colonial Independence – key factor that determined what governments the U.S. 
supported; define domino theory 
− The rhetoric of self-determination among nations was ignored when it came to Communism; fear 

of its spread and the desire to maintain stability led the U.S. to side with any governments so long 
as they were were not communist, dictatorships and right-wing regimes included. 

− Eisenhower's theory of containment, which warned that the fall of a noncommunist government to 
communism in Southeast Asia would trigger the spread of communism to neighboring countries. 

 
B. Eisenhower Doctrine – define; secondary motivations 

− Eisenhower's 1957 declaration that the U.S. would actively combat communism in the Middle 
East; wealth of oil also prompted/encouraged U.S. involvement (protecting interests). 

 

C. John F. Kennedy and the Cold War – 1960 election, outcome and role of TV 
− Kennedy ran against Nixon; charisma and youth were on Kennedy's side and the 4 televised 

debates (1st of their kind) revealed the bias towards more attractive candidates. Kennedy won by a 
very slim margin. 

 
D. Bay of Pigs – define 

− Failed 1961 U.S.-sponsored invasion of Cuba by anti-Castro forces who planned to overthrow 
Fidel Castro's communist government. 

 

E. Cuban Missile Crisis – define; significance 
− 1962 nuclear standoff between the Soviet Union and the U.S. when the Soviets attempted to 

deploy nuclear missiles in Cuba; this was the closest the world came to nuclear war and 
negotiations to dissolve the situation thawed U.S.-Soviet relations a bit. 

 
F. Peace Corps – define; link to Cold War agenda 

− Program launched by Kennedy in 1961 though which young American volunteers helped with 
education, health, and other projects in developing countries around the world; was a nonmilitary 
initiative that helped show the developing world that there was an alternative to communism. 

 
G. Making a Commitment in Vietnam – discuss U.S. involvement and Buddhist opposition to the Diem 
regime 
− Kennedy inherited Eisenhower's Commitment to Vietnam; he gave aid to the increasingly 

repressive Diem regime and trained the South Vietnamese new warfare tactics to defeat the 
Nothern forces; Buddhists charged Diem (a Catholic) with religious persecution and some staged 
dramatic demonstrations, including self-immolation. 

 


