
 

 

Chapter 16: Conquering a Continent     Name ______________________________ 

1854-1890 (Pages 508-539)               Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 

 

I. Introduction – define transcontinental railroad; discuss response to its completion; consequences 

− The railway line completed on May 10, 1869, that connected the Central Union Pacific lines, 

enabling goods to move by railway from the eastern US to CA. Completion (marked by driving 

golden spike at Promontory Point, Utah) was met with excitement and celebration and in SF a load 

of Japanese tea was sent off as CA's first overland delivery. Was a political victory for 

Republicans but increased tensions with Native Peoples and increased rivalry with Europe. 

 

II. The Republican Vision 

A. Protective tariff – define; benefits 

− A tax or duty on foreign producers of goods coming into/imported into the U.S.; gave U.S. 

manufacturers a competitive advantage in America's gigantic domestic market. 

 

B. The New Union and the World – define Treaty of Kanagawa; significance 

− An 1854 treaty allowing U.S. ships to refuel at two ports in Japan; ended centuries of Japanese 

isolationism, led to trade between Japan and U.S. and a U.S. consul in Edo (Tokyo). 

 

C. Burlingame Treaty – define; Seward ( goals/achievements); significance of Chinese immigrants 

− 1868 treaty that guaranteed the rights of U.S. missionaries in China and set official terms for the 

emigration of Chinese laborers to work in U.S.. Seward was Sec. of State (1861-1869); goals 

included increased trade with Asia, U.S. naval bases and refueling stations in Caribbean and 

Pacific, annexation of HI, ownership of Philippines, canal through Panama; achieved Burlingame 

Treaty and annexation of Alaska. Immigrants helped clear farmland and build RR in West. 

 

D. Integrating the National Economy – significance of railroads/locomotives; role of government 

− Railroads promised year-round, all-weather service, could run in the dark, never needed to rest, 

could scale mountainous areas where animals couldn't go or there were no navigable rivers; 

opened up trade, settlement/farming, tourism in West. Government promoted construction through 

subsidies, essential loans, and grants of public land which boosted growth across the nation. 

 

E. Munn v. Illinois – define 

− 1877 Supreme Court Case that affirmed the states could regulate key businesses (such as RR and 

grain elevators) serving the public interest. 

 

F. Gold standard – define; reason U.S. abandoned bimetallic system; link to Europe  

− The practice of backing a country's currency by gold. In 1873, the U.S. began converting to the 

gold standard. Large impending discovery of silver in the West would have upset the economic 

balance by flooding the system and thus lessening the value of silver coins. Gold standard made it 

easy for European nations to exchange bonds and currency for gold and increased their investment. 
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G. Crime of 1873 – define 

− A term used by those critical of an 1873 law directing the U.S. Treasury to cease minting silver 

dollars, retire Civil War-era greenbacks, and replace them with notes backed by the gold standard 

from an expanded system of national banks. 

 

III. Incorporating the West 

A. Homestead Act – define; consequences 

− 1862 act that gave 160 acres of free western land to any applicant who occupied and improved the 

property. This policy led to rapid development of the American West after the Civil War and 

increased tensions with Native Americans. 

 

B. Morrill Act – define 

− 1862 act that set aside 140 million federal acres that states could sell to raise money for public 

universities. 

 

C. Land-grant colleges – define 

− Public universities founded to broaden educational opportunities and foster technical and scientific 

expertise. These were funded by the Morrill Act. 

 

D. Mining Empires – locations of significant gold finds; define Comstock Lode 

− After the CA gold rush people set out to find gold elsewhere; significant finds in Nevada, the 

Colorado Rockies, and South Dakota's Black Hills. Comstock Lode was a silver ore deposit 

discovered in 1859 in Nevada that touched off a mining rush, bringing a diverse population into 

the region and leading to the establishment of boomtowns, like Virginia City which eventually 

became a ghost town. 

 

E. Cattlemen on the Plains – define Long Drive 

− A system, facilitated by the completion of the Missouri Pacific Railroad in 1865, by which 

cowboys herded cattle hundreds of miles north from Texas to Dodge City and the other cow towns 

of Kansas. 

 

F. Homesteaders – how settlement of the Great Plains was encouraged 

− American farmers saw the plains as the Great American Desert and needed persuading that crops 

could grow there; railroads eager to sell the land grants they received; land speculators, steamship 

lines, and western states/territories advertised greatly to convince settlers. 

 

G. "Rain follows the plow" – define 

− An unfounded theory that settlement of the Great Plains increased rainfall. 
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H. "American Fever" – discuss 

− A period of massive influx of immigrants from Europe that came to the U.S. to better themselves 

economically and escape the depression in Northern Europe. Many Norwegians, Swedes, and 

Germans came to the U.S.. 

 

I. Exodusters – define 

− African Americans who walked or rode out of the Deep South following the Civil War; many 

settled in Kansas 

 

J. Taming the plains – discuss role of new technology and role of women 

− Steel plows and other machines helped work the land, railroads transported the crops to be 

processed and sold, barbed wire allowed for controlled cattle raising. Women were involved in 

homesteading as they still raised the family, helped work the land at harvest time, tended to the 

animals, and preserved food. Some women homesteaded on their own which provided new 

opportunities and challenges. 

 

K. Environmental challenges – what they were; how they were overcome; how settlers viewed selves 

− Clouds of grasshoppers, prairie fires, hailstorms, tornadoes could destroy crops very easily; the 

region didn't receive enough rainfall to support large farms. Settlers either tended small, irrigated 

farms or practiced dry farming (planting deep to let subsoil moisture feed roots or harrowing land 

after a rainstorm to slow evaporation); farmers called themselves "nature's conquerors" because 

they won out over nature. 

 

L. The First National Park – define Yellowstone National Park; issues faced 

− The first national park in the U.S. established by Congress in 1872; it was an important step 

towards the ethic of respect for land and animals. Since national parks were a new concept, 

managing and operating them was difficult, and soldiers often arrested Native Americans who 

hunted on the land.  

 

M. U.S. Fisheries Commission – define 

− A federal bureau established in 1871 that made recommendations to stem the decline in wild fish. 

Its creation was an important step toward land and wildlife conservation. 

 

IV. A Harvest of Blood: Native Peoples Dispossessed 

A. The Civil War and Indians on the Plains – define Sand Creek massacre and Fetterman massacre 

− The Nov. 29, 1864, massacre of more than 100 Cheyennes, largely women and children, by John 

M. Chivington's Colorado militia. 

− A massacre in December 1866 in which 1,500 Sioux warriors lured Captain William Fetterman 

and 80 soldiers from a Wyoming Fort and attacked them. With this massacre the Sioux succeeded 

in closing the Bozeman Trail, the main route into Montana. 
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B. Grant's Peace Policy – purpose of Indian Boarding Schools 

− In response to the violence between Indians and white settlers, and the ineffectiveness/cruelty of 

the military interventions, reformers started looking for alternatives to the "Indian problem," which 

included convincing the Natives to adopt white ways and abandon their own languages, cultures, 

and religions. Boarding schools were a means to assimilate Indian children to the white ways. 

 

C. Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock – define 

− A 1903 Supreme Court ruling that Congress could make whatever Indian policies it chose, 

ignoring all existing treaties. 

 

D. Dawes Severalty Act – define 

− The 1887 law that gave Native Americans severalty (individual ownership of land) by dividing 

reservations into homesteads. The law was a disaster for native peoples, and reservation lands 

ended up being sold to non-Indians. 

 

E. The End of Armed Resistance – define Battle of Little Bighorn; consequences 

− The 1876 battle begun when American cavalry under George Armstrong Custer attacked an 

encampment of Sioux, Arapaho, and Cheyenne who resisted removal to a reservation. Custer's 

force was annihilated, but their victory was short lived. White people used this as proof that 

Indians were savages and needed to be dealt with; Indians were relentlessly pursued and without 

enough food to sustain them many children starved. Finally, to preserve themselves, Natives 

returned to reservations to assimilate. 

 

F. Strategies of Survival – define Ghost Dance movement; significance 

− Religion of the late 1880s and early 1890s that combined elements of Christianity and traditional 

Indian religion. It fostered Plains Indians' hope that they could, through sacred dances, resurrect 

the bison and call a great storm to drive whites back across the Atlantic. It was an example of 

cultural blending; natives resisted total assimilation by practicing their culture in secret but they 

did adopt certain aspects of white culture (like the language) to try and survive. Whites responded 

with hostility and suspicion. 

 

G. Wounded Knee – define 

− The 1890 massacre of Sioux Indians by American cavalry at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota. 

Sent to suppress the Ghost Dance Movement, soldiers caught up with the fleeing Lakotas and 

killed as many as 300. 


