
Chapter 14: Two Societies at War     Name ______________________________ 
1861-1865 (Pages 444-477)             Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 
 

I. Introduction – two things Southerners feared following the election of 1860 
− Southerners did not believe Lincoln's claim that he would not interfere with slavery in the places it 

already existed; furthermore they feared that Abolitionists, aside from encouraging slave revolts, 
might also encourage racial mixing (sexual relations between black men and white women). 
Rather than have this happen they would endure the horrors of war. 

 
II. Secession and Military Stalemate, 1861-1862 

A. The Secession Crisis – how secession proceeded, discuss regions; significance of Jefferson Davis 
− Secession fever swept most quickly through the Deep South where some people had called for 

secession since the Compromise of 1850. South Carolina seceded first, followed by Mississippi, 
Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana; TX and Middle South followed after but border states 
were hesitant. Jefferson Davis was elected president of the new nation: the Confederate States of 
America. 

 
B. The Crittenden Compromise – define (two parts); Lincoln's response and views on secession  

− A plan proposed by Senator John J. Crittenden that called for a constitutional amendment to 
protect slavery from federal interference in any state where it already existed and for the westward 
extension of the Missouri Compromise line to the CA border. Lincoln promised to safeguard 
slavery where it existed but prevent it from spreading; he feared a new wave of imperial expansion 
to Cuba and further south to spread slavery; he also declared the Union to be "perpetual" meaning 
secession was illegal. 

 
C. The Upper South Chooses Sides – significance of Middle and Border states; how Virginia responded 

− The eight Middle and Border states were crucial because they accounted for 2/3 of the whites in 
the slaveholding states, 3/4 of their industrial production, and over half the food; many military 
leaders were there and the area was geographically strategic (rivers for transport, proximity to 
capital). When Virginia approved secession in 1861 dissenters in the northwest determined they 
would form a breakaway territory (West Virginia) that would remain in the Union. 

 

D. Setting War Objectives and Devising Strategy– stated cause of the Confederacy and effect on 
strategy; Lincoln's response and preferred strategy 

− Jefferson Davis claimed the Confederate states shared the same cause for war as the Patriots of 
1776-- to protect their sacred right of self-rule; all the South wanted was to be left alone. This 
made strategy easy: the Confederacy simply had to protect their border to achieve independence. 
Lincoln claimed secession was an attack on representative government, he chose an aggressive 
military campaign (rather than Winfield Scott's idea of peaceful persuasion through economic 
sanctions and a military blockage) as a way to restructure the Union. 

 
 

 



2 

III. Toward Total War 
A. Total war – define; compare North and South 

− A form of warfare that mobilizes all of a society's resources-- economic, political, and cultural-- in 
support of the military effort. In 1862, Lincoln committed the nation to a total war in support of the 
North's military effort to end slavery in the South. The North pulled together and with the push by 
antislavery politicians Lincoln moved towards a controversial proclamation of emancipation; the 
Confederate states were less unified as they were weary of centralized rule and yeomen farmers 
grew skeptical of the war effort. 

 
B. Mobilizing Armies and Civilians – response of civilians at beginning of war and later 

− People were eager to join their respective causes in the North and South; in the South the strong 
military tradition and culture stressing duty and honor urged more people to join. However as 
realities of war became known (wholesale death on the battlefield and epidemic diseases) 
conscription was necessary to get new recruits. 

 
C. Draft (conscription) – define; loopholes; significance of "rich man's war and a poor man's fight" 

− The system for selecting individuals for conscription, or compulsory military service, first 
implemented during the Civil War. In the South there were two loopholes: it exempted one white 
man for each twenty slaves and draftees could hire substitutes. The loopholes allowed wealthy 
people to avoid going to war but the incentives spoke to poor people which led them to join the 
fight and risk their lives in the hopes of prosperity after the war. 

 

D. Habeas corpus – define; significance  
− A legal writ forcing government authorities to justify their arrest and detention of an individual. 

During the Civil War, Lincoln suspended habeas corpus to stop protests against the draft and other 
anti-Union activities. The realities of war sparked reluctance to join and people tried avoiding the 
draft; the fear of imprisonment or the punishments for doing so kept people enlisted and in the 
army. 

 
E. U.S. Sanitary Commission – what it was/significance 

− Organization established in NY in 1861 to provide clothing, food, and medical services to the 
troops; they also recruited battlefield nurses and doctors. It represents a sense of unity/care since 
people pulled together to support the men that were engaged in battle. 

 

F. Diseases – discuss; unintended consequences of high death rate 
− Diseases like dysentery, typhoid, malaria, mumps, and measles swept through the camps and killed 

about 250,000 people (more than the 127,000 killed in combat.). New industries and cultural 
rituals were born: embalmers devised zinc chloride fluid to preserve bodies for the transport home 
for burial, military cemeteries were organized, new cult of mourning rose among middle and upper 
classes, and more women joined the wage-earning workforce. 
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G. Mobilizing Resources – respective strengths of North and South 
− North had 2/3 of nation's population, 2/3 of railroad mileage, about 90% of industrial output; South 

had manufacturing capabilities and acquired arms from captured Union army and Britain so each 
soldier had a modern rifle-musket by 1863. South could mobilize huge armies, and black slaves 
produced food for the army and raw cotton for export. 

 

H. King Cotton – define; why it was problematic (reference Britain) 
− Confederate's belief during the Civil War that their cotton was so important to the British and 

French economies that those governments would recognize the South as an independent nation and 
supply it with loans and arms. While Britain acknowledged the Confederacy as a belligerent power 
capable of borrowing money and purchasing weapons they never saw it as independent and the 
South overestimated the degree to which Britain would need cotton given that they'd stockpiled 
cotton and found new suppliers in Egypt and India. 

 

I. How the Union financed the war – three ways; define greenbacks 
− The government increased tariffs, placed high duties on alcohol and tobacco and imposed direct 

taxes on business corporations, large inheritances, and the income of wealthy citizens (covered 
20% of cost); U.S. Treasury issued interest-paying bonds (covered 65%); printing money 
(greenbacks = paper money) and requiring the public to accept it as legal tender financed 
remaining 15% of the war effort. 

 
IV. The Turning Point: 1863 

A. Emancipation – define "contrabands"; Confiscation Act 
− Slaves who fled the plantations and sought protection behind Union lines during the Civil War. 

Act passed in 1861 that authorized the seizure of all property (including slave property) used to 
support the rebellion; an attempt to provide legal status to the refugee contrabands. 

 
B. Radical Republicans – define; development of Lincoln views on emancipation 

− The members of the Republican Party who were bitterly opposed to slavery and to southern slave-
owners since the mid-1850s. With the Confiscation Act in 1861 they began to use wartime 
legislation to destroy slavery. Their efforts along with the refugee crisis pushed Lincoln to reject 
his earlier position that emancipation of slaves was not the goal of the Civil War. In 1862 Lincoln 
issued a preliminary proclamation of emancipation, abolishing slavery in all states that remained 
out of the Union by Jan. 1, 1863, a move that was in line with Lincoln's aim to preserve the Union. 

 
C. Emancipation Proclamation – define; responses 

− Lincoln's proclamation issued on January 1, 1863, that legally abolished slavery in any state that 
remained out of the Union. While it did not immediately free a single slave, the document signaled 
an end to the institution of slavery. Europeans hailed the document but Americans found it 
controversial and racial backlash followed its passing. 
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D. Vicksburg and Gettysburg – significance/effects of these two battles 
− They presented a major military, political, and diplomatic turning point: in the South politicians 

that supported Jefferson Davis were losing ground while northern citizens rallied for the Union; 
Union victories gave leverage to US representatives in Europe to support their cause; the British 
relied more on US wheat than US cotton so "King Cotton" policy was ineffectual. 

 

V. The Union Victorious, 1864-65 
A. Soldiers and Strategy – define scorched-earth campaign 

− A campaign in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia by Union General Philip H. Sheridan's troops to 
destroy grain, barns, gristmills, and any other resource useful to the Confederates to punish farmers 
that aided the Confederate raiders. 

 

B. The Election of 1864 and Sheridan's March – define/compare War Democrats and Peace 
Democrats 

− Members of the Democratic Party who split into two camps over war policy during the Civil War. 
War Democrats vowed to continue fighting until the rebellion ended, while Peace Democrats 
called for a constitutional convention to negotiate a peace settlement. 

 

C. Thirteenth Amendment – what it did, why it was deemed necessary 
− The amendment, approved by Republican Congress in January 1865, ended slavery. Given that the 

Emancipation Proclamation was issued based on the president's wartime powers people feared it 
would lose force after the war ended. The Amendment would ensure that slavery would not 
continue once the war ended. 

 

D. "Hard war" – define 
− The philosophy and tactics used by Union General William Tecumseh Sherman, by which he 

treated civilians as combatants. 
 

E. March to the Sea– define; consequences 
− Military campaign from September to December 1864 in which Union forces under Union General 

Sherman marched from Atlanta, Georgia to the coast at Savannah. Carving a path of destruction as 
it progressed, Sherman's army aimed at destroying white southerner's will to continue the war. 
Many Confederate soldiers deserted their units and returned home as a result 

 

F. Aftermath of the War – positive outcomes and negative consequences 
− Northern armies had preserved the Union and slaves were freed however many of the South's 

factories, railroads, and cities lay in ruins and farms and plantations had been neglected. About 
226,000 Confederate soldiers lost their lives, more than 360,000 northerners had died; social order 
shifted (poor military men now had higher status in society); reconstructing the North and South 
would prove challenging. 


