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I. Introduction – issues caused by expansion of the United States 
− The land west was owned by Mexico, France, and England; armed Natives fought expansion and 

encroachment onto their lands; transportation networks needed to expand to make going west 
feasible; conflicts erupted over slavery-- concerning whether newly acquired territories would be 
free or slave states. 

 
II. Manifest Destiny: South and North 

A. The Push to the Pacific – define Manifest Destiny; what makes it problematic 
− A term coined by John L. O'Sullivan in 1845 to express the idea that Euro-Americans were fated 

by God to settle the North American continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific. This idea stems 
from a view that Anglo-Americans were superior to the Natives and Mexicans that already 
inhabited the land; it sparked internal conflicts concerning the legitimacy of slavery in new lands. 

 

B. Oregon Trail – what it was; significance 
− A path from Independence, Missouri through the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains to the 

Oregon Territory. Oregon became a highly desirable area due to Navy reports of fine harbors for 
trade and letters speaking about Oregon 's rich soil and mild climate. Thousands of people 
followed it, many died from disease, exposure, and some from Indian attacks. 

 

C. California – define Californios; how California was settled 
− The elite Mexican ranchers in the province of California; California was a Mexican province, some 

of the people from the Oregon Trail settled in CA, mainly in the Sacramento area where there were 
fewer Mexicans. U.S. settlers hoped to do to CA what had been done in TX-- to colonize the area 
and seek annexation to the U.S.; settlers did not assimilate to Mexican society. 

 

D. The Plains Indians – effects of Europeans on Plains Indians (positive and negative); advantages of the 
Lakota Sioux 

− They adopted use of horses to hunt buffalo and fighting neighboring tribes but they fell victim to 
European diseases to which they were incredibly susceptible; a smallpox epidemic from 1779-
1781 wiped out half the Plains Indians. Trade with Europeans brought new weapons to the Natives 
which intensified tribal power dynamics and warfare. The Lakota Sioux were nomadic war-prone 
people that lived in small groups (less prone to epidemics), acquired guns and ammunition from 
French, Spanish, and American traders, and made their prosperity from buffalo meat and hide. 

 
E. The Fateful Election of 1844 – define "fifty-four forty or fight!" 

− The slogan of Democratic candidate, Governor James K. Polk, in his campaign for the presidency 
in 1844 calling for the opening up of lands to American settlers in TX and sovereignty over the 
entire Oregon Country. Polk won the presidency and the Democrats called for immediate TX 
statehood; lacking the 2/3 majority they settled for a joint resolution in Congress that used a 
majority vote of both houses and led to TX becoming the 28th state in 1845. 
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III. War, Expansion, and Slavery 
A. The War with Mexico, 1846-1848 – cause and how it progressed; Battle of Buena Vista, Santa Anna 
− After securing TX's entrance to the Union (Mexican border to the SW is Rio Grande), Polk wished 

to acquire the Mexican lands between TX and the Pacific Ocean, by war if necessary. Polk wished 
to foment a revolution in CA similar to that in TX and took steps to ensure that U.S. forces would 
be ready in case war began. He claimed the Mexicans had taken land that belonged rightfully to 
the U.S. and sent troops to provoke a fight. Mexicans resisted; in 1847 Mexican President Santa 
Anna nearly defeated US forces but ultimately failed. In Sept. 1847 Americans seized the Mexican 
capital, won the war, and made a forced peace with Mexico. 

 

B. A Divisive Victory – define conscience Whigs 
− Whig politicians who opposed the Mexican War (1846-1848) on moral grounds, maintaining that 

the purpose of the war was to expand and perpetuate slavery. They feared that the addition of more 
slave states would ensure the South's control of the national government. 

 
C. Wilmot Proviso – define; responses 

− 1846 proposal by Representative David Wilmot of Pennsylvania to ban slavery in territory 
acquired from the Mexican War. This effort divided Congress-- Whigs and anti-slavery Democrats 
in the House of Rep. quickly passed the bill but fear spread that this effort could split the Union 
along sectionalist lines so it was ultimately rejected by the Senate.  

 
D. Free-soil Movement – define 

− A political movement that opposed the expansion of slavery. In 1848, the free-soilers organized 
the Free-Soil Party, which depicted slavery as a threat to republicanism and to the Jeffersonian 
ideal of a freeholder society, arguments that won broad support among aspiring white farmers. 

 

E. Squatter sovereignty – define; other name 
− A plan promoted by Democratic candidate Senator Lewis Cass under which Congress would allow 

settlers in each territory to determine its status as free or slave. Later called popular sovereignty. 
 

F. California Gold and Racial Warfare – define forty-niners; living conditions, social attitudes 
− The name given to the more than 80,000 settlers who descended on CA in 1849 as part of the 

territory's gold rush. They lived in crowded, chaotic towns and mining camps amid gamblers, 
saloon keepers and prostitutes. White immigrants were generally treated fairly but non-whites 
(Natives, Mexicans, Chileans, Chinese) were marginalized and pushed aside/cast out. Natives were 
actively targeted, killed, or subjugated. 

 
G. 1850: Crisis and Compromise – define "slavery follows the flag" 

− Rapid settlement qualified CA to join the Union; John C. Calhoun asserted that planters could by 
right take their slave property into new territories as a way of handling slavery in CA; slavery was 
a hotly debated issue but Calhoun claimed the constitution protected slavery. 



 

3 

 

H. Compromise of 1850 – define; key elements (5) 
− Laws passed in 1850 that were meant to resolve the dispute over the status of slavery in the 

territories. Key elements included: the admission of CA as a free state; introduction of a Fugitive 
Slave Act to mollify the South; abolishing the slave trade (not slavery) in D.C.; splitting the 
remaining Mexican lands into the New Mexico and Utah Territories; and invoking popular 
sovereignty as the way of dealing with slavery in those regions. 

 
IV. The End of the Second Party System, 1850-1858 

A. Resistance to the Fugitive Slave Act – forms of resistance; significance of Harriet Beecher Stowe's 
Uncle Tom's Cabin 
− FSA was the most controversial part of Comp. of 1850; northerners and abolitionists actively 

defied it and ultimately used violence to protest. Uncle Tom's Cabin boosted opposition to the FSA 
by conveying the moral principles of abolitionism through heartrending personal situations; it 
sparked unprecedented discussion about race and slavery. 
 

B. Personal-liberty laws – define 
− Laws enacted in many northern states that guaranteed all residents, including alleged fugitives, the 

right to trial by jury. 
 

C. The Whigs Disintegrate and New Parties Rise – define Gadsden Purchase 
− A small slice of land (now part of Arizona and New Mexico) purchased by President Franklin 

Pierce in 1853 for the purpose of building a transcontinental rail line from New Orleans to Los 
Angeles. 

 
D. Ostend Manifesto – define 

− An 1854 manifesto that urged President Pierce to seize the slaveholding province of Cuba from 
Spain (Southerners had long urged Cuban slaveholders to declare independence from Spain and 
join the Union). Northern Democrats denounced this aggressive initiative, and the plan was 
scuttled. 

 
E. Kansas-Nebraska Act – define, consequences 

− A controversial 1854 law that divided Indian territory into Kansas and Nebraska, repealed the 
Missouri Compromise, and left the new territories to decide the issue of slavery on the basis of 
popular sovereignty. It finished off the Whig party and led to the creation of a new Republican 
Party joined together by their opposition to slavery. 
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F. American, or Know-Nothing, Party – define; views 

− A political party formed in 1851 that drew on the anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic movements of 
the 1840s. In 1854, the party gained control of the state governments of Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania. Wished to mobilize native-born Protestants against Irish and German Catholics, 
protested further immigration, and wanted to institute literacy tests for voting; Northern members 
had a strong antislavery outlook. 

 

G. "Bleeding Kansas" – define 
− Term for the bloody struggle between proslavery and antislavery factions in Kansas following its 

organization as a territory in the fall of 1854. 

 
H. Buchanan's Failed Presidency – define Dred Scott v. Stanford; broader implication concerning 
slavery 
− The 1857 Supreme Court decision that ruled the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional. The Court 

ruled against slave Dred Scott, who claimed that travels with his master into free states and 
territories made him and his family free. The decision also denied the federal government the right 
to exclude slavery from the territories and declared that African Americans were not citizens. 
− Chief Justice Taney, in his opinion, had declared the Republican proposals to restrict the expansion 

of slavery through legislation to be unconstitutional. 
 

V. Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Triumph, 1858-1860 
A. Lincoln's Political Career – Lincoln's general view on slavery; message of his famous "House 
Divided" speech 
− Lincoln believed human bondage was unjust but doubted that the fed. gov. had the constitutional 

authority to tamper with slavery. In the wake of the repeal of the Missouri Compromise and the 
Dred Scott decision Lincoln warned that "A house divided against itself cannot stand" and that the 
nation could not continue half free, half slave but that it will become either fully one of the other. 

 

B. Freeport Doctrine – define; purpose 
− The argument presented by Senator Stephen A. Douglas in response to Lincoln's criticism that 

Douglas couldn't uphold Dred Scott while promoting popular sovereignty. Douglas claimed that a 
territory's residents could exclude slavery by not adopting laws to protect it. 

 
C. The Union Under Siege – Southern responses to Lincoln's election in 1860 

− Southerners and slaveholders saw the "natural" constitutional order, that allowed slavery and 
supported their lifestyle, under siege; Chief Justice Taney warned of the horrors of Haiti, 
expressing the fear of a massive slave uprising; Southerners began thinking seriously about 
Lincoln's claim that the union must "become all one thing, or all the other." 


