
 

 

Chapter 10: A Democratic Revolution    Name ______________________________ 

1800-1844 (Pages 314-343)           Per. ___ Date _________ Row ___ 

 

I. The Rise of Popular Politics, 1810-1828 

A.  Franchise – define; significance 

− The right to vote. Between 1820 and 1860, most states revised their constitutions to extend the 

vote to all adult white males; this was a defining factor of the Democratic Revolution and political 

parties provided voters a means to express their preferences; it made the US more democratic than 

other governments around the world. 

 

B. The Decline of the Notables and the Rise of Parties – define notables; how society began to change 

after the Revolution; candidates that were most appealing to new voters 

− Northern landlords, slave-owning planters, and seaport merchants who dominated the political 

system. After the Rev. society was no longer run exclusively by the elite as voting rights began to 

expand and while it was still mainly moneyed people that participated in politics, lower classes 

became involved too. New voters often supported candidates that dressed simply and endorsed 

popular rule. 

 

C. Political machines – define; Martin Van Buren: who he was, his views on political parties 

− A highly organized group of insiders that directs a political party. Van Buren was a chief architect 

of the emerging system of political parties, he set out to create a political order based on party 

identity rather than family connections; he asserted that political parties are inseparable from free 

gov. because they checked an elected official's disposition to abuse power. 

 

D. Spoils system – define; Van Buren's defense of it 

− The widespread award of public jobs to political supporters after an electoral victory. Van Buren 

said it was fair because it represented the preferences of the majority of the citizenry and it 

operated sometimes in favor of one party and then another. 

 

E. Caucus – define 

− A meeting held by a political party to choose candidates, make policies, and enforce party 

discipline. 

 

F. The Election of 1824 – define American System (including internal improvements) 

− The mercantilist system of national economic development advanced by Henry Clay and adopted 

by John Quincy Adams, with a national bank to manage the nation's financial system; protective 

tariffs to provide revenue and encourage industry; and a nationally funded network of roads, 

canals, and railroads (known as internal improvements). 
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G. The 12th amendment – significance in the election of 1824 and beyond 

− The amendment set the rules for the case that no candidate receives a majority vote, as was the 

case in 1824; in such cases the House of Representatives chooses the candidate from the highest 

three vote-getters. 

 

H. Corrupt bargain – define; consequences (how Jackson's supporters responded) 

− A term used by Andrew Jackson's supporters for the appointment by President John Quincy 

Adams of Henry Clay as his Secretary of State, the traditional stepping-stone to the presidency. 

Jackson's supporters vowed to oppose Adams' policies and prevent Clay's rise to the presidency. 

 

I. Consolidated government – define; relation to Adams' presidency/people's response to his policies 

− A term meaning a powerful and potentially oppressive government; Adams' policies were 

welcomed by manufacturers, entrepreneurs, and farmers in the NE and MW, but not by southern 

planters who opposed protective tariffs because they raise the price of manufactures and feared 

powerful banks would force them into bankruptcy. 

 

J. Tariff of Abominations – define 

− A tariff enacted in 1828 that raised duties significantly on raw materials, textiles, and iron goods. 

New York Senator Van Buren hoped to win the support of farmers in NY, Ohio, and Kentucky 

with the tariff, but it enraged the South. 

 

K. "The Democracy" and the Election of 1828 – Jackson's campaign, what they did, how they presented 

their message 

− Van Buren and Jackson's supporters had no reservations running for office (as opposed to Adams 

who didn't actively campaign). They revived the political coalition created by Jefferson, 

championed policies that appealed to the North and the South, trying to reconcile the diverse 

interests of the nation; they organized massive publicity campaigns, celebrated Jackson's frontier 

origins and rise to fame; The Jacksonians called themselves Democrats or "the Democracy" to 

promote their egalitarian message which appealed to many social groups and eventually won him 

the office. 

 

II. The Jacksonian Presidency, 1829-1837 

A.  Jackson's vision – what it was 

− "the Sovereignty of the People, the Rights of the State, and a Light and Simple Government." 

 

B. Jackson's Agenda: Rotation and Decentralization – Jackson's advisors, their names, who they were; 

views on rotating office and government sponsored plans 

− "Kitchen Cabinet": Francis Preston Blair, Amos Kendall, Roger B. Taney, Martin Van Buren. 

Rotating office wouldn't diminish expertise because serving the public is plain and simple so any 

intelligent person could do it; thought gov. sponsored plans were contrary to the Constitution, 

encouraged a consolidated gov. and through higher tariffs increased the burden of taxation. 
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C. The Tariff and Nullification – South Carolina's response to the Tariff of 1828 

− S. Carolina opposed it because they feared a slave rebellion and the legal abolition of slavery in the 

US, esp. after British parliament declared slavery would end in the West Indies in 1833. They 

attacked the tariff in order to lower rates and to discourage fed power to attack slavery. 

 

D. Nullification – define; issue in South Carolina 

− The constitutional argument advanced by John C. Calhoun that a state legislature or convention 

could void a law passed by Congress. When Congress reinstated the Tariff of Abomination in 1832 

S. Carolina adopted an Ordinance of Nullification declaring the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 null and 

void, it prohibited collecting the tariffs after Feb 1, 1832 and threatened secession if fed officials 

tried to collect them. 

 

E. State's rights – define; Jackson's response to South Carolina's Ordinance of Nullification 

− An interpretation of the Constitution that exalts the sovereignty of the states and circumscribes the 

authority of the national government. Jackson requested that Congress pass a military Force Bill, 

authorizing him to compel S. Carolina's obedience to national law, he also introduced a new tariff 

act that would lower the rate over the decade to the modest levels of 1816. S. Carolina, having 

secured lower rates didn't push the constitutional stance on nullification. 

 

F. The Bank War – define Second Bank of the United States; Jackson's justification for destroying it 

− National bank with multiple branches chartered in 1816 for 20 years. Intended to help regulate the 

economy, the bank became a major issue in Andrew Jackson's reelection campaign in 1832, 

framed in political rhetoric about aristocracy versus democracy. When Clay and Webster tried to 

seek an early extension of the Bank Jackson adopted the position taken by Thomas Jefferson in 

1793, claiming that Congress had no constitutional power to charter a national bank and claimed it 

was subversive to the rights of the states, a privileged monopoly that promoted the few at the 

expense of the many, and noted it benefitted foreigners when it should be a purely American 

institution; his position helped win him the election in 1832. 

 

G. Indian Removal – reasons whites gave for resettling Indians and why Indians wanted to stay; 

Cherokee position; importance of Sequoyah 

− Whites thought moving the Indians to the West is the only way to protect them from alcoholism, 

financial exploitation, and cultural decline; Indians resisted because they wanted to remain on their 

ancestral lands. Many Cherokee had adopted some white customs and felt integration was the best 

way to protect their property and lands. Sequoyah perfected a system of writing for the Cherokee 

language which was used to charter a Cherokee government modeled directly on the US 

Constitution (document didn’t work as planned). 

 

H. Indian Removal Act of 1830 – define; consequences (women's role) 

− Act that directed the mandatory relocation of eastern tribes to territory west of the Mississippi; 

women opposed the measure and flooded Congress with petitions but it didn't stop it. The Act 

promised money and reserve land to Natives that gave up their ancestral lands; military removed 

natives that refused to leave. 
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I. The Trail of Tears – define 

− Forced westward journey of Cherokees from their lands in Georgia to present-day Oklahoma in 

1838. Nearly a quarter of the Cherokees died en route. 

 

J. The Jacksonian Impact – Roger B. Taney vs. John Marshall: how they differed 

− Taney was appointed as Chief Justice by Jackson in 1835 and partially reversed the nationalistic 

and vested-property-rights decisions of the Marshall court and gave constitutional legitimacy to 

Jackson's policies of states' rights. 

 

K. Classical liberalism, or laissez-faire – define 

− The principle that the less government does, the better, particularly in reference to the economy. 

 

III. Class, Culture, and the Second Party System 

A.  Whigs – define; compare to Federalists of 1790s 

− The second national party, the Whig Party arose in 1834 when a group of congressmen contested 

Jackson's policies and conduct. The party identified itself with the pre-Revolutionary Americans 

and British parties (also called Whigs) that had opposed arbitrary actions of British monarchs. Like 

Federalists they wanted a political world dominated by men of ability and wealth, but unlike them 

they advocated an elite based on talent, not birth. 

 

B. Panic of 1837 – define; causes 

− The second major economic crisis of the US, which led to hard times from 1837-1843. Caused by 

falling cotton prices and the drain of specie to Britain as a result of the Bank of England's curtailed 

flow of money and credit to the US in an effort to boost the British economy. 

 

C. Specie Circular – define 

− An executive order in 1836 that required the Treasury Department to accept only gold and silver in 

payment for lands in the national domain. 

 

D. Ethnocultural politics – define 

− Refers to the fact that the political allegiance of many American voters was determined less by 

party policy than by their membership in a specific ethnic or religious group. 


